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Orange coalition 
still deadlocked 


Tymoshenko rejects 
coalition with PRU 


(RFE/RL/Ukrainian Journal/ 
ForUm)— Yuliya Tymoshenko, 
leader of the eponymous political 
bloc, told a reopened session of the 
Verkhovna Rada on June 14 that the 
recently deadlocked talks about the 
restoration of an Orange Revolution 
coalition were used as a 
“smokescreen” by Our Ukraine, 
which in Tymoshenko’s opinion 
wants to conclude a coalition deal 
with the Party of Regions, Ukrainian 
media reported. 

Tymoshenko was commenting on 
a statement by Our Ukraine on June 
13, in which the pro-presidential 
party appealed to all parliamentary 
forces to sit at a negotiating table. 

According to Our Ukraine, the 
coalition talks reached an impasse 
because the Yuliya Tymoshenko 
Bloc and the Socialist Party “have 
put their ambitions regarding the key 
portfolios above the will of the 
Ukrainian people.” 

“[The Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc] 
will not agree to any coalition co- 
operation in such a mishmash for- 
mat, which will include the Party of 
Regions, Our Ukraine, and some 
others,” Tymoshenko stressed in the 
parliament on June 14. 

Socialist Party leader Oleksandr 
Moroz said in the Verkhovna Rada 
on June 14 that his party will give 
up its aspiration to obtain the post 
of parliamentary speaker if this 
move prolongs talks on the creation 
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of a coalition of democratic forces 
with the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc 
and Our Ukraine, Ukrainian media 
reported. 

“We are ready to give up this 
claim, but on condition that the dis- 
tribution of all [other] posts will be 
made proportionally, beginning 
from raion administration heads and 
ending with ministers,’ Moroz said. 

He added that the Socialist Party 
will not agree to a comeback of the 
“Kuchmist power system” in which, 
according to Moroz, a party with 
public support of 6 percent “fully 
controlled the country.” 

The coalition talks of the Orange 
Revolution allies reportedly broke 
down because Our Ukraine would 
not agreed to Moroz’s wish to ob- 
tain the post of speaker. 

Our Ukraine leader Roman 
Bezsmertnyy called on deputies in 
the Verkhovna Rada session hall on 
June 14 to find a compromise in cre- 
ating a ruling coalition, Ukrainian 
media reported. 

“We should not scare each other 
but look for a compromise,” 
Bezsmertnyy said, after noting that 
the legislature has only 10 more 
days for forming a ruling majority. 

In accordance with a 2004 amend- 
ment to the Ukrainian Constitution, 
the president has the right to dissolve 
the Verkhovna Rada if it fails to form 
a ruling majority within one month 
of conveving its session. The cur- 
rent session opened May 24. 

Bezsmertnyy did not respond to 
Moroz’s proposal to resume talks 
among the Orange Revolution allies 
after the latter abandoned his aspi- 
ration to become parliament 
speaker. 

Meanwhile, Party of Regions par- 
liamentary caucus head Mykola 
Azarov said in the Verkhovna Rada 
that his party is ready to negotiate 
the formation of a ruling majority. 

“When the country is on the brink 
of catastrophe, [party] leaders 
should sit at a negotiating table with 
everyone who is ready to assume re- 
sponsibility for the country’s fu- 
ture,” Azarov added. 

Meanwhile, President Yushchen- 
ko said in a radio address to the na- 
tion on June 10 that he will not in- 
tervene in the coalition talks because 
he “does not want to form a coali- 
tion under pressure.” 

"1 think that the politician who 
aspires to the post of prime minister 
should shoulder the responsibility 
for coalition building,” Yushchenko 
noted. 

The President reiterated that re- 
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Ukraine debuts at World Cup 


Ukraine made its debut as an independent country at the World Cup, June 14 — and some 50 Edmonton fans 
gathered at 7am MDT that day to watch a live broadcast of the game at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex. 
The event was organized by the Promin Club. Pictured above: Fans rally for their team during the halftime 
break, when Ukraine was down 2-0 to Spain. Their efforts, however, proved futile. Spain scored another two 
goals.in the second half to trounce Ukraine 4-0. More on Pages 15 and 16. 


Буш скасував візит в Україну 


(Українська правда) Президент США Джордж 
Буш скасував запланований візит в Україну напри- 
кінці червня. Про це говориться в повідомленні 
Білого дому 8 червня, передає Reuters. 

Замість цього Буш збирається відвідати Будапешт 
і взяти участь у святкуванні 50-річчя угорського 
повстання проти Радянської присутності. 

Поїздку президента Сполучених Штатів Америки 
до України було відкладено через труднощі, які 
виникли при формуванні українського уряду. 

Незважаючи на те, що офіційно візит у Київ ніко- 
ли не підтверджувався з американського боку, мож- 
ливість цієї події обговорювалася. Спікер Білого 
дому Тоні Сноу повідомив, що Буш відвідає Україну 
пізніше. 

"Ми просто відклали візит. Візит буде, але зараз 
ми їдемо до Будапешту", сказав Сноу. "Зараз не най- 


кращий час для візиту, але збираємося підшукати 
кращий час для візиту". 

Представники влади США ставили українську 
помаранчеву революцію 2004 року за приклад поши- 
рення демократії в світі, однак країна виявилася 
неспроможною сформувати уряд після березневих 
виборів через суперечки навколо розподілу 
найважливіших державних посад, зазначає Reuters. 

Візит до Києва міг би роздратувати Росію, врахо- 
вуючи певну напруженість у стосунках з Україною 
через газові та інші проблеми. 

Між тим Буш намагався заручитися підтримкою 
російського президента Владіміра Путіна у питанні 
об'єднання міжнародних зусиль щодо стримання 
ядерних амбіцій Ірану. У липні він планує прибути 
до Санкт-Петербург, де Росія прийматиме учасників 
саміту Великої сімки, зазначає інформагентство. 


Україну знову хочуть дискредитувати 
через зброю для Граку 


(Українська правда/УНІАН)- (Затримання в 
протоці Босфор судна з українським військовим 
вантажем є черговою спробою дискредитації Укра- 
їни на міжнародному ринку озброєнь. 

Таку думку в інтерв'ю УНІАН висловило джерело 
в "Укрспецекспорті", 13 червня. 

Джерело відзначило, що Україна дійсно в особі 
одного з підприємств- Спецекспортерів "Укроборон-- 
сервіс", що є дочірньою структурою Державної 
кампанії Укрспецекспорт", виконує абсолютно 
легальний контракт на поставку американській 
фірмі військового майна. 

Співрозмовник агентства підкреслив, що операція 
реалізована на умовах, за яких замовник сам відпо-- 
відає за доставку вантажу. 

Він також додав, що майно призначене для Іраку. 

"Комусь не подобається активність України на 
ринку зброї в цілому, і на іракському ринку зокрема", 
- вважає представник "Укрспецекспорту". 

"Акценти робляться на підняття шуму навколо ук-- 


раїнських поставок, коли на розгляд йде до декількох 
днів, які можна активно використовувати для дис- 
кредитації державної системи військово-технічної 
співпраці", - додав співрозмовник. 

Він відзначив, що це вже другий випадок в поточ-- 
ному році, коли наміри дискредитувати Україну 
пов'язані з військово-технічною співпрацею з США. 
Він нагадав, що весною цього року митними влас-- 
тями Сянгана (Гонконга) на декілька днів був затри-- 
маний контейнер з бойовим літаком, який був ле- 
гальним вантажем і ніяк не пов'язаний з контра- 
бандою. 

Як повідомлялося 12 червня, турецькі митники 3a— 
тримали в протоці Босфор британське судно, на борту 
якого нібито знаходилася незадекларована зброя. 

Судно Scanscot проходило транзитом через кон-- 
трольовану Туреччиною протоку Босфор, пряму- 
ючи з одного з українських портів до Об'єднаних 
Арабських Еміратів. На судні знайдено шість бага-- 
тоцільових бронемашин і двадцять ящиків зі зброєю. 
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регіонів пообіцяли 
активісту відрізати голову 


(Українська правда/УНІАНИ/нтерфакс-Україна)--У Феодосії 
активісти молодіжної організації "Студентське братство" змушені були 
припинити акцію "проти порушень російським Чорноморським 
Флотом угод про базування в Україні". 

Акція була розпочата вранці 13 червня, повідомляє "Інтерфакс- 
Україна". 

За словами лідера "Студентського братства" Олега Яценка, йому 
вручили рішення виконкому міста про заборону проведення акції через 
неукладання договору з організацією, що повинна забезпечувати 
прибирання території в місці проведення пікету. 

У той же час УНІАН повідомив, що активісти Партії регіонів 
блокували у Феодосії кореспондента інформагентства та Яценка, не 
даючи журналісту можливості працювати. 

Зокрема, "журналіста УНІАН, що намагався записати інтерв'ю з 
головою "Студентського братства" неподалік від намету, відразу 
оточили більше 10 активістів Партії регіонів, налаштованих на бійку". 

"Вони виривали журналістське посвідчення, заважали розмові, 
ображали Яценка і всіляко провокували бійку. Представники міліції, 
що вчасно втрутилися, запобігли цьому", - зазначається в повідомленні. 
Інцидент повторився через півгодини, однак фізичного зіткнення 
вдалося уникнути завдяки втручанню міліції. 

"Партія регіонів продовжувала блокувати намет, вимагаючи його 
згорнути, називаючи активістів "Студентського братства" провока- 
торами від "Нашої України", - зазначає інформагентство. 

За словами Яценка, 13 червня "бритоголові" погрожували йому, вима-- 
гаючи від "Студентського братства" згорнути намет і припинити акцію 
навпроти гарнізонного будинку офіцерів Чорноморського флоту Росії. 

Також голова організації повідомив, що "молодчики з політичних 
сил, що намагаються протидіяти акції студентів, пообіцяли, що його 
голова в той день ввечері буде валятися на сходах будинку офіцерів". 
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"Бритоголові " від Партії | Москаль вирішив помститися 
Раді Криму судом 


(Українська правда) "Представник президента в 
Криму Генадій Москаль подав у суд позов на пар- 
ламент Криму. 

Про це Москаль повідомив на прес-конференції 
13 червня, передає Обком з посиланням на Укра- 
їнські новини. За словами Москаля, він звернувся 
до Центрального районного суду Сімферополя. 

Представник президента зажадав виключити з 
заяви кримського парламенту "Крим - територія без 
НАТО" звернення до президента Віктора Ющенка, 
у якому той вимагає відправити у відставку Москаля 
через недостовірне інформування президента. 


Він стверджує, що депутати Ради Криму не мо- 
жуть знати змісту його доповідей Ющенку, оскільки 
ця інформація конфіденційна. 

Як відомо, Москаль вважає необгрунтованим i 
абсурдним заклик депутатів Ради Криму до Ющенка 
про відставку Москаля. 

У своїй заяві Рада Криму вважає, що Москаль не 
виконав своїх функцій, недостовірно проінформував 
президента про ситуацію в Криму, і вважає непри-- 
пустимим перебування Москаля на своїй посаді. 

Ющенко назвав рішення Ради Криму спекуля- 
тивним і політичним. 


Чому Верховна Рада Криму 
проти Геннадія Москаля? 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода, 13 червня 

Чому депутати кримського парламенту вимагають 
відставки постійного представника Президента Ук-- 
раїни в Криму Геннадія Москаля? Чому Геннадій 
Москаль називає заяви і дії кримських депутатів 
"безвідповідальними" і "політично заангажовани - 
ми"? Кримські оглядачі вважають, що відповіді на 
ці запитання слід шукати у далеких 90-х роках, коли 
Крим називали "українською Сицілією?. 

Геннадій Москаль каже, що BiH ні Ha кого із депу-- 
татів не "наїжджає?, і його конфлікт з кримським 
парламентом не вартий уваги: "Нічого страшного 
не сталося. Иде нормальна робота. Нехай парламент 
та уряд автономії займаються наведенням ладу в 
економіці, а представництво Президента робитиме, 
те, що визначено Конституцією і законодавством 
України"! 

Минулого тижня депутати Верховної Ради авто-- 
номії на своїх зборах ухвалили заяву із закликом до 
президента, Віктора Ющенка звільнити Геннадія 
Москаля з посади постійного представника глави 
держави у Криму. І це при тому, що в автономії той 
пропрацював неповний місяць. Головна претензія 
кримських депутатів до представника президента — 
той погано інформував Віктора Ющенка про ситу-- 
ацію у Феодосії. 

Геннадій Москаль називає іншу причину гніву 
депутатів: "Сьогодні керівництву Верховної Ради 
Криму, особисто її голові дуже не подобаються мої 
нагадування про те, що у кримському парламенті є 
криміналітет. Але He я цю тему першим підняв - про 


це писали журналісти ще до мого приїзду. Сьогодні 
саме криміналітет нав'язує свою волю в ухваленні 
рішень і заяв, як це було із заявою щодо мене". 

Спікер кримського парламенту Анатолій Гриценко 
кілька разів досить різко відгукувався на натяки 
Геннадія Москаля щодо впливу криміналітету у 
представницькому органі автономії. Каже прес- 
секретар кримського спікера Ірина Пензякова: "На 
думку голови Верховної Ради Криму Анатолія Гри- 
ценка, представник Президента України Геннадій 
Москаль має проаналізувати перші підсумки своєї 
діяльності в автономії. У представника президента 
є певне коло обов'язків, але він не є тут наглядачем. 
Голова парламенту автономної республіки також 
відзначив, що представник президента взагалі не 
повинен так бурхливо реагувати на волевиявлення 
депутатів Верховної Ради автономії". ‘ 

Місцеві ж оглядачі причину такого конфлікту 
радять шукати у кримінальних 90-х роках, коли Ген-- 
надій Москаль очолював кримську міліцію, а Анато-- 
лій Гриценко - був спікером кримського парламенту, 
де кримінальні угруповання почувалися дуже впев- 
нено. Каже відомий кримський журналіст Ленур 
Юнусов: "Теннадій Москаль тоді активно боровся із 
криміналом 1 кримінальними елементами у депутат-- 
ському корпусі. Саме тому нинішнє призначення 
Геннадія Москаля мені здається дуже вдалим кроком 
центральної влади, оскільки саме він може протис-- 
тояти тому ж криміналітету, який, сьогодні це відомо 
всім, знову перебуває у стінах кримського парла- 
менту". 


| У Донецьку не змогли 
проголосити територію без НАТО 


(Українська правда)- «Донецька обласна рада 
відмовилася підтримати пропозицію Партії регіонів 
про оголошення Донецької області "територією без 
НАТО". 

Про це повідомляє 13 червня сайт Острів. 

Замість цього депутати прийняли рішення, у яко-- 
му називають неприпустимим, до ухвалення рішення 
Верховною Радою, розміщення на території України 
військових підрозділів країн НАТО. 

Також Донецька облрада звинуватила владу в "не- 
безпечних і безвідповідальних спробах розхитати 
громадянський мир і соціальну стабільність в 
Україні". 

"Робота вищого законодавчого органу країни 
сьогодні паралізована. Інтереси виборців принесені 
в жертву амбіціям "помаранчевих" політичних сил, 
які діляють між собою крісла і посади. Економіка 


країни знаходиться на межі катастрофи", - 
говориться в рішенні облради. 

Донецька облрада вирішила звернутися до прези-- 
дента Віктора Ющенка, щоб той запобіг "погіршен-- 
ню соціально-економічної і політичної обстановки 
в державі, сприяв конструктивній роботі Верховної 
Ради". 

Також облрада просить вищих посадових осіб дер-- 
жави не нагнітати ситуацію щодо органів місцевого 
самоврядування в зв'язку з прийняттям ними рішень 
про надання російській мові статусу регіональної. 

Депутати також звернулися до Кабінету міністрів 
з вимогою не приймати рішень про підвищення 
тарифів на енергоресурси без введення адекватних 
попереджувальних заходів з недопущення зниження 
рівня життя населення, повідомляє прес-служба 
облради. 


Депутата Тимошенко вбили через 
зерно, а не політику 


(Українська правда/УНІАН)- -Головне управління 
МВС України в Криму вважає, що вбивство в Ялті 
депутата від БЮТ Запорізької міськради Віктора 
Савкіна не пов'язане з його політичною діяльністю. 

Кримська міліція вважає, що найбільш імовір-- 
ними версіями вбивства Савкіна є його комерційна 
діяльність - депутат був засновником ряду великих 
фірм, пов'язаних з бізнесом на ринку зерна, або 
"вбивство на грунті особистої неприязні" : 

"Політичний мотив не вбачається", - відзначає 
Центр громадських зв'язків МВС України в АРК. 

За фактом вбивства Савкіна прокуратурою Ялти 
порушено кримінальну справу, в Криму введено план 


оперативно-пошукових заходів "Сирена". 


Як повідомлялося, 10 червня в Ялті Савкін був 
розстріляний упритул на очах у 13-річної доньки. 
БЮТ розцінює вбивство Савкіна як політичне. 

Також минулого тижня було вбито ще одного 


представника БЮТ - депутата міськради Ніжина 
Григорія Потильчака. 

БЮТ заявив, що створенаним "слідча група, очо-- 
лювана народними депутатами України, генералами 
СБУ Олександром Скибинецьким та Андрієм 
Кожемякіним, займеться розслідуванням убивств, 
не розраховуючи Ha деморалізовані силові струк-- 


тури". 
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UCC meets with Citizenship 
and Immigration minister 


(UkrNews/UCC National)-June 6 representatives of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) met in 
Toronto with Citizenship and Immigration Minister 
Monte Solberg, to discuss issues of concern to the 
Ukrainian Canadian community and present several 
recommendations. 

The delegation consisted of Irene (Orysia) Sushko, 
National UCC President, John Pidkowich, UCC Ontario 
Provincial Council President and Jurij Klufas, a Toronto 
Ukrainian community activist and broadcaster. 

At the onset of the discussion, President Sushko ap- 
plauded the Minister’s recent announcement of new 
measures to assist victims of human trafficking, who 
are often the targets of organized crime and sexual ex- 
ploitation. 

As well, Sushko indicated that the community wel- 
comed Prime Minister Harper’s recent announcement 
regarding cutting the Right of Permanent Residence 
Fee in half, the earmarking of funds in the recent fed- 
eral budget for a centre to assess foreign professional 
accreditations as well as increased funding for settle- 
ment and integration of immigrants. All of these issues 
are of great importance to the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity and were included in the presentation made that 
day. 

Items covered by the UCC included its position on 
the current Canada War Crimes Program; the need for 
anew Citizenship Act; problems with issuing visas and 
processing immigration applications at the Kyiv Em- 
bassy, family reunification, the need for a live-in Care- 
Giver Program for Ukrainian Canadian families; need 
for support for community-based settlement and inte- 
gration agencies; accreditation of foreign professional 
credentials as well as human trafficking. 

Among the UCC’s recommendations: 

* UCC urges the Government of Canada to provide 
the necessary staffing and resources to alleviate the ad- 
ministrative bottlenecks at the Canadian Embassy in 
Kyiv, so that applications currently in the system, as 
well as new ones, can be processed efficiently and with- 
out delay; 

e UCC proposes that the definition of family class 
members with a ceiling of 22 years of age be reconsid- 
ered. We propose that the age limit be abolished and 


Peggy Nash and Ambassador Abina Dann, 


Nash elected Vice- 
Chair of CUPFG 


(Peggy Nash Office)—Peggy Nash (NDP MP, 
Parkdale-High Park) says she is “delighted” to have 
been elected to be a vice-chair of the Canada-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Friendship Group recently. 

“Lam looking forward to the opportunity to working 
with my colleagues in the Friendship Group to ensure 
healthy diplomatic relations between Canada and the 
Ukraine,” said Nash. “Our by-lateral ties are important 
both to the Ukrainian community and our country as a 
whole.” 

Nash is an internationally recognized Canadian 
spokesperson on a range of issues such as labour mar- 
ket policy, trade and the economy, human rights and 
social policy. A frequent media commentator in En- 
glish and French, she has been invited to speak at many 
national and international conferences such as the World 
Social Forum in Porto Allegre, Brazil. 

As a long-time human rights activist, Nash repre- 
sented Canada as an Official Observer in the 2004 
Ukrainian election. She was recently elected to repre- 
sent the federal riding of Parkdale-High Park, which 
has one of the largest populations of Ukrainian immi- 
grants in the country. 


that a special program be created to allow adult chil- 
dren to reunite with their parents in Canada; 

¢ UCC requests that the government review selec- 
tion requirements and implement community-based 
programs, which would increase opportunities for a 
greater number of immigrants from Ukraine to Canada; 

» UCC recommends a review of the selection require- 
ments and the establishment of community-based pro- 
grams, which would allow immigrants from Ukraine 
to qualify for the Foreign Care-giver Program; 

¢ UCC urges the Department to review its policies 
regarding the issuing of temporary visas, so that Cana- 
dians who wish to have relatives, friends and profes- 
sional colleagues visit Canada for legitimate purposes 
are not impeded from doing so; 

» UCC requests that a portion of the Federal Budget 
allocated td settlement be designated for community- 
based settlement agencies who are already doing this 
work independently, and whose budgets are strained 
as a result; 3 

» UCC urges the quick and effective initiation of the 
recently announced program to review and expedite 
the recognition of foreign professional credentials. This 
in itself would be of great benefit to Canada, as well as 
to those immigrants who are qualified in specific pro- 
fessional areas, allowing them to become productive 
Canadian citizens utilizing their knowledge and exper- 
tise; and 

» UCC requests the continued support and efforts in 
the area of human trafficking so that Canada can help 
to eradicate this degrading and vicious crime. 

The Minister listened to the positions of the UCC 
with great interest, stated the UCC in a press release. 
He indicated that many of these issues are currently 
undergoing review and agreed to meet with the UCC 
to follow-up by the end of the summer. 

He will be having a separate meeting with UCC Vice 
President Paul Grod on the revocation issues, said 
Sushko 

“He was very understanding (on that one. He repeated 
several times that he certainly understood our concerns. 
He indicated that these issues are presented to him by 
various people. He understands there is support (for 
changes to the citizenship act) in all parties,” she added. 


Peter Goldring and Ambassador Abina Dann. 


СОРЕС Executive meets 


with Canada’s 


Ambassador to Ukraine 


(Peter Goldring Office)— Peter Goldring, Member 
of Parliament for Edmonton East, hosted a special ses- 
sion of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship 
Group Executive on June 7 to meet with Abina Dann, 
Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine. 

Last March, Goldring and Ambassador Dann met in 
Ukraine during the parliamentary elections, when 
Goldring was taking part in an election monitoring mis- 
sion with the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organi- 
zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe. The two 
discussed strategy for identifying areas of mutual in- 
terest for Canada and Ukraine and agreed to meet again 
when the ambassador next visited Canada. 

Ambassador Dann spoke to the Canada-Ukraine ex- 
ecutive for over an hour, outlining a broad series of 
observations and encouraging multi-level exchanges 
between Ukrainians and Canadians. “These are good 
people. These are professional people. These are pro- 
gressive people. Let’s work with them,” she said. 

Goldring said the evening was an unqualified suc- 
cess that has energized the Canada-Ukraine Parliamen- 
tary association. “The opportunities for Canada in 
Ukraine are enormous,” said Goldring. “We already 
enjoy a vibrant relationship with Ukraine on the basis 
of the huge Ukrainian Diaspora living in Canada. We 
are two countries that know each other and understand 
each other and we can continue to grow that relation- 
ship to our mutual benefit.” 


PHOTO — UNIAN 
Alberta Premier Ralph Klein is greeted with bread and salt upon his ar- 
rival in Kyiv, May 18, 2002, during his first visit to Ukraine. 


Klein to visit Lviv 
and Ivano-Frankivsk 


(Embassy of Canada in Ukraine)— Premier Ralph Klein will enhance 
ties with Alberta’s sister provinces during his mission to Ukraine, June 
13-22. 

In Ukraine Premier Klein will be accompanied by Education Minister 
Gene Zwozdesky. 

This visit reciprocates visits to Alberta by leaders of Alberta’s newest 
sister provinces. 

“T am looking forward to visiting Ukraine for the first time since we 
signed twinning agreements,” said Klein. 

n addition to meeting government leaders, he will announce an Alberta- 
Ukraine genealogical research project, which will enable over 300,000 
Albertans of Ukrainian ancestry to access their family records in Ukraine 
without having to leave Alberta. 

An education cooperation project to enhance Ukrainian language in- 
struction in Alberta will also be announced. : 

In Ivano-Frankivsk, Klein will open an exhibit on Ukrainian immigra- 
tion to Alberta. 


St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral 


requires a “Live-in Caretaker” (couple preferred), ef- 
fective July 1, 2006, to provide care-taking services in 
a large complex including a church and a cultural cen- 
tre. Basic duties include janitorial services, function set- 
up and take-down, exterior responsibilities including 
cutting grass in the summer and clearing snow in the 
winter, addressing minor maintenance problems, and 
providing on-site security. Being able to communicate 
in both Ukrainian & English is required. For further 
information please call 425-9692. 


Please submit applications, including at least two let- 
ters of reference, to: 


Administrator 

St. John’s Cultural Centre 
10611-110 Avenue 
Edmonton AB T5H 1H7 


or email to info@uocc-stjohn.ca. 


Call for Artist Submissions 


Gallery Oseredok 


is pleased to invite Canadian artists 
to submit artwork for an 


| Art Exhibition and Sale 


October 28 - November 25, 2006 
| 184 Alexander Ave. E. 
Winnipeg, Canada 


| We will review original paintings, photographs, 
| drawings, limited edition prints, 
| and small three-dimensional works. 


| Submission criteria and informationavailable at: 
www.oseredok.org or (204) 942-0218 


| Proceeds of sale support Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre 


Ющенко 


ПОЯСНЮЄ 


СВОЮ ПОЗИЦІЮ 


(Прес-служба Президента України) - 
Президент України Віктор Ющенко пере- 
конаний, що відповідальність за створення 
парламентської коаліції повинен взяти на 
себе політик, який претендує на посаду 
Прем'єр-міністра. 

«Це є європейська норма, це є логіка здо- 
рового глузду, це є норма української Кон- 
ституції», - сказав він в своєму радіозвер- 
ненні, 10 червня підкресливши, що процес 
формування коаліції, безумовно, має відбу-- 
ватися з урахуванням результатів виборів. 

«Це означає, що БЮТ, який набрав біль- 
ше 2296 голосів, обирає посаду Прем'єр- 
міністра чи Голови Верховної Ради. Блок 
«Наша Україна», який набрав близько 14%, 
має право наступним назвати посаду, на яку 
він претендує. СПУ, яку підтримало більше 
596 виборців, третьою називає свої кадрові 
пріоритети», - сказав В. Ющенко, 3a3Ha— 
чивши, що повага до виборців є обов'язком 
кожного відповідального політика, який 
дотримується принципів демократії. 

Президент також зазначив, що в Україні 
не відбудеться повторних виборів, та окрес-- 
лив основні принципи формування коаліції. 

Говорячи про портфелі, Президент Haro— 
лосив, що не допустить «ніяких торгів» 
стосовно розподілу за політичними квота-- 
ми посад, які за Конституцією визнача- 
ються виключно Главою держави - йдеться 
зокрема про керівників силових структур, 
міністра закордонних справ, Секретаря 
РНБО, глав обласних і районних держ- 
адміністрацій. 

Ще одним принциповим моментом, на 
переконання Президента, є недопущення 
використання недоліків Конституції, що у 
майбутньому могло б призвести до неста- 
більності і швидкого розвалу коаліції. 

«Ми всі мусимо прийняти і дотримувати-- 
ся незаперечної тези — стабільність коа- 
ліції можливо забезпечити лише на засадах 
прозорості і взаємної відповідальності всіх 
ii учасників», - наголосив Президент, до- 
давши, що саме з цієї причини вимагатиме 


від Верховної Ради першочергового 
прийняття закону «Про Кабінет Міністрів» 
і не допустить подальшого блокування 
роботи Конституційного Суду. 

Президент відзначив, що його турбує 
процес затягування формування парла- 
ментської більшості. А ще більшу тривогу 
викликає головна причина такого зволі- 
кання - адже це не ідеологічні чи програмні 
розбіжності між демократичними політич-- 
ними силами, а «банальний торг за порт- 
фелі», який зрештою привів Україну до 
парламентської кризи. 

Глава держави наголосив, що наполягає 
на формуванні саме демократичної коалі- 
ції, але не втручається в процес її створення 
відповідно до закону. «Я не хочу, щоб коалі- 
ція формувалася під тиском», - наголосив 
Президент, додавши, що така штучно CTBO— 
рена більшість «за першої-ліпшої нагоди» 
неминуче розсиплеться. Відтак шлях фор- 
мування більшості політичні сили мають 
пройти самостійно, а політики повинні 
навчитися домовлятися одне з одним. 

Президент ще раз підтвердив свій намір 
працювати і з парламентською більшістю, 
і з опозицією. «Країні буде на користь, 
якщо нинішні опозиційні партії будуть 
законодавчо активними. Як Президент я 
підтримую всі ініціативи, що служитимуть 
національним інтересам країни. Від всіх 
політиків я вимагатиму одного - служити 
Україні, працювати на її єдність, а не на 
розкол», - наголосив Президент. 

Формування коаліції, ухвала політичної 
угоди і розподіл портфелів - перший ee 
майбутньої більшості на відповідальність 
і зрілість, переконаний Президент. 

«Пам'ятайте - повторних виборів) не 
буде. Сьогодні вам довірено відповідати за 
країну, отож, ви мусите створити 
більшість! Зовнішні загрози та внутрішні 
проблеми потребують від українських 
політиків консолідації, а не егоїзму. Цього 
від вас чекає Президент і українське 
суспільство,» 
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Мороз: 
Шанси помаранчевої 


коаліції 


Ольга Бетко, 
Бі-Бі-Сі, Лондон, 12 червня, 2006 

В Україні майбутнє помаранчевої Koa— 
ліції опинилося під знаком запитання по TO— 
му, як Наша Україна назвала подальші пе- 
реговори про формування коаліції безперс-- 
пективними. 

Сьогодні опівдні вибіг крайній термін, до 
якого лідер соціалістів Олександр Мороз 
мав відмовитися від амбіцій стати спікером 
новообраного парламенту. 

Раніше пан Мороз звинуватив у зриві 
переговорів Нашу Україну i закликав пре- 
зидента Ющенка офіційно долучитися до 
процесу формування коаліції. 

Минулими вихідними учасники перего-- 
ворів домовилися запропонувати посаду 
прем'єра в новому уряді України блокові 
Юлії Тимошенко. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: Таке враження, що ваше ба- 
жання бути спікером, чи точніше небажан-- 
ня від цього відмовитися - поставило під 
загрозу перспективи помаранчевої коаліції. 
Чому це принципово? 

Олександр Мороз: Ми висловили ці 
міркування підчас переговорів та в наших 
документах. Мова не йде про посаду для 
мене, бо я неодноразово заявляв, що мене 
посади взагалі не цікавлять. Мова йде про 
баланс політичних сил в Україні, і в тому 
числі у складі помаранчевих. Хоч ми не 
відносилися до помаранчевих, але ми під- 
тримували президента на цій посаді. Зав- 
дяки нашій позиції він став президентом. 
Ясна річ, що за результатами виборів - 
Блок Юлії Тимошенко, який уособлюється 
з тими, хто боровся за заміну режиму 
(особливо на останньому етапі) - природно 
може претендувати на посаду прем'єр-мі- 
ністра. Але щоб був баланс політичних сил 
і був баланс між ними, природно, щоб пред- 
ставник Соціалістичної партії очолював 
парламент. Так, до речі, це відображено у 
суспільній свідомості. Так, показує соціо- 
логія. Такі ж зобов'язання на себе брали і в 
оточенні президента і в тому числі - сам 
президент, коли вирішувалося питання про 
його посаду. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: Колись ви були автором ідеї 
розподілу посад у відповідності із голосами, 
зібраними на парламентських виборах. 
Себто той хто набрав найбільше голосів - 
вибирає посаду першим, і так далі... За цією 
логікою, першим мав би обирати Блок Юлії 
Тимошенко, а за ними - Наша Україна, яка 
вибрала посаду спікера, і тоді вже - соціа- 
лісти. Чому тепер вам ця логіка не подоба-- 
ється? Чому ви змінили свою позицію? 

Олександр Мороз: Ми не відмовлялися 
від цієї логіки і були готові підписати цей 
принцип ще до підбиття підсумків виборів. 
Ми тоді погодили цей проект із Нашою 
Україною та БЮТ. Тоді ми були готові так 
діяти не знаючи які будуть результати. Од- 
нак, після того як стали відомі результати 
виборів, Наша Україна офіційно заявила, 
що вони цим принципом не керуються, і 
посади прем'єр-міністра та спікера ВР 
будуть вирішуватися на основі політичних 
домовленостей. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: Тепер ви їх зловили на слові? 

Олександр Мороз: Я не думаю, що зло-- 

вили на слові, тому, що є уся логіка розвит-- 
пектива на кілька років наперед, коли є 
можливість створити європейську модель 
i політичної структури і організації влади 
в державі - якщо буде реалізована та про-- 
позиція яку ми пропонуємо. Якщо ні, то це 
все буде здійснено на догоду людям із біз- 
несових структур, які називають себе при-- 
хильниками Нашої України, які вже давно 


50 на 50 


ведуть переговори з Партією Регіонів з Me— 
тою створення коаліції без нас, без БЮТІ 
так далі. Тому я вважаю, що ми не повинні 
брати у цих аферах якоїсь участі і ми зая- 
вили: Будь-ласка створюйте, не робіть із 
цього якогось секрету, офіційно працюйте 
будь-ласка. Тим-більше, що ми давно прог- 
нозували, що вони за ідеологічними OCHO— 
вами близькі, і навіть однакові, то тут немає 
ніякої дивини для громадян України. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: Чи ви будете далі брати участь 
у переговорах? Чи будете наполягати на 
посаді спікера? 

Олександр Мороз: Ми не відмовляємося 
від переговорів i далі, але наша позиція чіт-- 
ко висловлена і ми від неї не відступимося. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: У двох словах ця позиція по-- 
лягає в чому? 

Олександр Мороз: Ця позиція повинна 
полягати у тому, що посада прем'єр-мініс-- 
тра, президента і голови парламенту повин-- 
ні уособлювати баланс політичних інтере-- 
сів у суспільстві, а решта посад визначати. 
меться на основі тих засад, які ми заклали 
в документі, що є основою політичної yro— 
ди, регламенту 1 розподілу повноважень. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: Чи ви вважаєте, що такого 
балансу можна досягти лише з Вами на 
посаді спікера? 

Олександр Мороз: Так, і це одне. А друга 
справа, що ми усі розуміємо, що співпраці 
між Нашою Україною та Блоком Тимо-- 
шенко при умові, що одні представляють 
парламент, а другі уряд - не буде. Тому це 
дуже проблематично, щоб такий формат 
коаліції був дієздатним. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: Кажуть що вам пропонували 
дуже привабливі посади - зокрема, секре-- 
таря РНБО. За яких умов ви могли б відмо-- 
витися від посади спікера? 

Олександр Мороз: Це ще раз говорить 
про те, що нас не цікавлять посади. Нас ці- 
кавить баланс. Балансу такого не буде, AK— 
що не буде вирішене питання таким чином. 
Це одне. Друге. Я ще разкажу і можу зая- 
вити де завгодно: я не наполягаю на посаді 
для мене особисто. Мова йде про представ-- 
ника соцпартії. Мене задовольняє посада 
народного депутата, керівника фракції. Я 
не претендую. Ми дамо будь-яку кандида- 
туру. У нас є достойні люди, які можуть 
очолювати парламент. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: Якщо позиція Нашої України 
буде такою ж категоричною як ваша по- 
зиція, які будуть ваші дії далі? 

Олександр Мороз: Нічого, ми почека-- 
ємо - нехай вони домовляються. Адже ви 
зверніть увагу, що на протязі місяця вся 
боротьба полягала у тому, що Наша Укра-- 
їна не може погодитися із кандидатурою 
Юлії Тимошенко на посаду прем'єр-мініс-- 
тра. Тепер вони знайшли таку формулу, що 
коаліція не виходить через соціалістів. 
Насправді, не про мене мова йде і не про 
соціалістів. Йдеться про те, що вони між 
собою не можуть домовитися. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: Все ж таки як ви буде діяти далі 
якщо ці переговори завершаться невдачею? 
Ви будете в опозиції? 

Олександр Мороз: Ми будемо в опо- 
зиції. Хай вони домовляються. Вони вирі- 
шать це питання. Тим паче, що вони давно 
ведуть переговори з партією Регіонів. І 
офіційно при чому. Юрій Єхануров неод- 
норазово про це заявляв. Анатолій Кінах 
веде ці переговори, i Петро Порошенко. 
Хай домовляються. Це буде логічно врешті 
решт. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: Як на вашу думку розділилися 
шанси створення помаранчевої коаліції чи 
коаліції з частини помаранчевих та ПРУ? 
Олександр Мороз: Я гадаю 50 на 50. 

Бі-Бі-Сі: Коли ви гадаєте це вирішиться? 

Олександр Мороз: Найближчими 
днями. 
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Orange coalition still deadlocked| Crimea declares itself 


Cont. from P. 1 


sults of the March election should be considered at 
coalition negotiations, the press office of the president 
reported. 

“This means BYuT, which has 22%, can choose the 
post of prime minister or speaker. Our Ukraine, which 
has 14%, can choose a post next. The Socialists with 
their 5% are the third to choose,” he said, adding that 
politicians committed to democratic values were 
obliged to respect their voters. 

The Head of State promised there would be no re- 
election and then outlined major principles of forming 
a coalition. 

Yushchenko said he would not allow anyone to share 
posts from his constitutional quota (heads of law en- 
forcements agencies, foreign minister, NSDCU secre- 
tary, governors and heads of district administrations). 
He also urged the politicians not to use flaws of the 
constitution, which might undermine and later destroy 
their coalition. 

“We must all accept and comply with an undeniable 
fact: stability of a coalition can be preserved through 
transparency and mutual responsibility of all its mem- 
bers,” he said. 

He also demanded that the Verkhovna Rada should 
pass a law on the Cabinet of Ministers and convene the 
Constitutional Court. 

June 7 some lawmakers from Our Ukraine and the 
Tymoshenko Bloc joined forces with some lawmakers 
from the Regions Party to create an informal group. 


The Stability in Ukraine, as the group is to be known, 
apparently numbers 37 lawmakers that will be led by 
Anatoliy Kinakh, an Our Ukraine lawmaker. It includes 
prominent figures, such as Tariel Vasadze, an owner of 
Ukraine’s largest car maker ZAZ and a member of the 
Tymoshenko Bloc and other wealthy businessmen. 

The group does not mean the lawmakers have al- 
ready quit their respective parties, but it is an indica- 
tion that wealthy lawmakers have been seeking alli- 
ances with their counterparts from the Regions Party. 

It could play a role and tilt balances in Parliament in 
the face of a looming dismissal of the legislature by 
President Viktor Yushchenko if parties fail to create 
the coalition by the deadline of June 26. 

“The group is created to form smart rules for the 
economy’s competitiveness on the basis of coopera- 
tion with the president and the future coalition govern- 
ment,” Kinakh said. 

The number of lawmakers in the group would prob- 
ably be enough to replace a 33-strong Socialist Party 
and to create a simple majority in the 450-seat 

The talks between Our Ukraine, the bloc of former 
Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko, and the Socialist 
Party have been dragging on for twO-and-a-half months 
after no party managed to win a majority in the March 
parliamentary elections. 

When the Rada convened May 24, the three Orange 
Coalition parties voted to postpone the session until 
June 7, so they could agree upon a coalition. 

June 7, they voted to postpone it again for another 
week. 


Ukraine bars Russian lawmakers 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine has temporarily 
banned Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the deputy speaker of 
the Russian lower house of parliament, from entering 
the country. 

The Security Service June 7 said Zhirinovsky was 
barred for statements allegedly offensive to Ukraine. It 
said a number of other Russians were also banned but 
would not name them. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Vasyl Filipchuk said se- 
curity officials took the decision because of statements 
Zhirinovsky made that were allegedly offensive to 
Ukraine. Ukrainian officials did not specify what 


Zhirinovsky’s comments were or when he had made 


them. 

“One of the important aspects in making this deci- 
sion is the fact that there have been statements and ac- 
tions by Mr. Zhirinovsky that are considered as infring- 
ing on the sovereignty and territorial integrity of our 
country,” Filipchuk said. 

In Moscow, Zhirinovsky, who heads the nationalist 


spokeswoman said. 

The development suggests that Zatulin, among a 
group of other Russian nationals, has been involved in 
the protests in Crimea trying \to prevent a scheduled 
NATO-Ukrainian military exercise. 

This raises questions about Russia’s role in the 
spreading protests in Ukraine, including the alleged 
secret financing of pro-Russian parties in Crimea seek- 
ing to stall Kiev’s cooperation with NATO, analysts 
said. 

Russia, which views NATO as a military threat, has 
been persistently calling against Ukraine’s integration 
with the alliance. But Viktor Chernomyrdin, the Rus- 
sian Ambassador to Ukraine, said last week Russia had 
nothing to do with the developing protests. 

Zatulin last time visited Ukraine on June 1. 

“T was in Crimea to find out what are Crimea’s claims 
against NATO,” Zatulin told Kommersant daily. After 
the trip, Zatulin said he had realized that “those are the 
Ukrainian authorities that encroach on territorial integ- 


Liberal-DemocraticHParty of Russia,Osaid the ban wasrity” of Ukraine. 


“from a legal point, an absolute mistake” and a sign of 
the “weakness” of the Ukrainian authorities. 

In recent weeks, Zhirinovsky has made a number of 
comments about the possibility of Ukraine joining 
NATO. 

Speaking June 7 in the Duma before it passed a reso- 
lution warning Ukraine that its relations with Russia 
would be harmed if it joined NATO, Zhirinovsky said 
that Ukraine should understand that “joining NATO 
means coffins with Ukrainian soldiers coming to Kyiv 
from Afghanistan, Iraq, and other places in the future.” 

Ukraine on June 3 refused entry toa Duma lawmaker 
accused of taking part in anti-NATO protests in Crimea. 
Russia, in turn, banned a Ukrainian diplomat. 

Konstantin Zatulin, the chairman of the Russian- 
Ukrainian cooperation committee at the lower house 
of Russian Parliament, now faces action from the For- 
eign Ministry that may list him as persona non grata. 

“Zatulin’s activity creates conditions for illegal ac- 
tions that may lead to encroaching on territorial integ- 
rity of Ukraine and stirring up ethnic hostility,” an SBU 


The National Security and Defense Council, a body 
advising President Viktor Yushchenko on security is- 
sues, met on June 2 following reports that the Russian 
nationals had been engaged in the protests. 

Volodymyr Horbulin, the acting secretary of the Na- 
tional Security and Defense Council, said the Russians 
have been blocking key roads in the area. 

A day later, Yushchenko signed decree pledging 
Ukraine will go ahead with the exercise and ordered 
security agencies to deport “foreign nationals” found 
to be involved in the protests. 

This is the second time that Zatulin, who is known 
for his claims that Crimea and Sevastopol are parts of 
Russia, is denied entry to Ukraine. 

Zatulin was listed by the Ukrainian Foreign Minis- 
try as persona non grata for five years from July 1996 
through July 2001 apparently for ripping Ukrainian flag 
at a session of the Russian Parliament. 

In 1998, Zatulin tried to sneak in Crimea, but had 
been stopped by Ukrainian border troops in Kerch and 
sent back to Russia. 


Yushchenko sticks to language policy 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor 
Yushchenko said at a news confer- 
ence in Kyiv on June 6 that the re- 
cent decisions of regional legislators 
to grant Russian the status of "те- 
gional language” in several eastern 
and southern regions are a “gross 
violation” of the Ukrainian Consti- 
tution, Ukrainian media reported. 

“The state language of the coun- 
try is Ukrainian... Article 10 of the 
Ukrainian Constitution defines a 
common status of the state language, 
which is Ukrainian. And no regional 
or city council has the authority to 
change the status of any language,” 

Yushchenko said. 
He added that the Constitutional 


Court, once it resumes its function- 
ing, will immediately examine this 
issue. The Constitutional Court is 
currently nonoperational, because 
opposition parties in the parliament 
are refusing to swear in several 
judges for the court. 

That same day a Ukrainian For- 
eign Ministry spokesman said 
Russia’s denial that it violates an 
agreement with Ukraine on the pro- 
visional stationing of the Black Sea 
Fleet on Ukrainian territory is not 
true. 

“These allegations cannot be 
called anything other than misinfor- 
mation,” Vasyl Filichuk, said at a 
news briefing. 


The spokesman added that “Rus- 
sia is withholding navigational and 
hydrographical facilities belonging to 
our state [and] has no right to do so.” 
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““NATO-free”’ area 


(Ukrainian Journal) —The Parliament of Crimea, Ukraine’s autonomous 
republic, voted June 6 to declare the region “a NATO-free territory,” a 
move that sharply escalates tensions between the region and the central 
government in Kyiv. 

The development underscores the worst relations between Kyiv and 
Simferopol since 1993-1994, when the region, dominated by ethnic Rus- 
sians, had been seeking greater autonomy or even secession from Ukraine. 

The 61-0 vote in 100-seat Crimean Parliament directly challenges the 
Ukrainian constitution, which authorizes only the central government in 
Kyiv to decide on the country’s military and defense issues. 

President Viktor Yushchenko quickly dismissed the Crimean vote on 
June 6 and said that Ukraine will continue to cooperate with NATO in line 
with all earlier signed agreements. 

“This doesn’t change those agreements that regulate relations between 
Ukraine and NATO,” Yushchenko said at a press conference. “We have a 
plan of cooperation with NATO, just like Russia and other countries, that 
anticipates holding military exercises.” 

Russia has been persistently seeking to prevent Ukraine’s closer coop- 
eration with NATO, which Moscow sees as a military threat. A Russian 
lawmaker and other Russian citizens, in violation of Ukrainian law, have 
last week joined anti-NATO protests in Crimea. 

Kyiv seeks integration with NATO, perhaps as soon as in 2008, as a 
shield to protect itself from possible territorial claims from Russia as rela- 
tions between the two neighbors have been worsening. 

The vote in the Crimean Parliament was vehemently backed by pro- 
Russian parties, which dominate the local legislature, seeking to derail a 
planned NATO-Ukraine military exercise due in July. 

The Crimean Parliament majority, led by a bloc loyal to former Ukrai- 
nian Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, controls 74 seats in the 100-seat 
legislature. Yanukovych’s party controls 44 seats. 

Henadiy Moskal, a former police general and now the presidential rep- 
resentative in Crimea, also dismissed the anti- NATO vote in Crimean Par- 
liament. He stressed that the vote clearly violates the Ukrainian constitu- 
tion and is illegal. 

“Declaring the region NATO-free territory is like declaring Crimea a 
sex-free area,” Moskal said. 


SPU wants Hrytshenko sacked over NATO 


(RFE/RL)—The SPU has requested that President Viktor Yushchenko 
dismiss Defense Minister Anatoliy Hrytsenko over what they consider 
the unauthorized visit of a U.S. naval cargo ship in the Crimean port of 
Feodosiya last month, Interfax-Ukraine reported on June 5. The SPU also 
wants the president to determine the responsibility of other officials in- 
volved in the Feodosiya incident. “[Senior officials] have overstepped the 
legal framework, discredited state institutions, and become an additional 
source of tension in the region,” the SPU said in a statement, adding that 
the ensuing anti-NATO protests in Crimea were provoked by “violations 
of the law on the presence of foreign troops in Ukraine.” 


Lion kills man at Kyiv Zoo 

(RFE/RL) — A lion killed a man who climbed into its enclosure in a zoo 
in Kyiv, June 5. The man, an ethnic Azerbaijani, reportedly shouted “God 
will save me, if he exists” before lowering himself with a rope into the 
den, which houses four lions, said Kyiv police spokesman Volodymyr 
Polishchuk. He said the man was acting aggressively and the lion seized 
him by the throat. 


Bird flu virus registered 


(RIA Novosti)— An outbreak of bird flue has been registered in a village 
in eastern Ukraine near the border with Russia, local emergencies minis- 
try said June 12. The ministry said local authorities decided to cull several 
thousand of domestic fowl in the village of Peski in the Sumy Region 
although there was no imminent threat to people. Ukraine has been previ- 
ously hit by several bird flu outbreaks in its autonomy of Crimea, on the 
Black Sea coast, following which more than 150,000 domestic fowl were 
culled in 40 locations around the Crimean peninsula. 


OSCE praises Ukrainian role in Transdniester 


(RFE/RL)—The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) on June 2 encouraged Ukrainian leaders to continue to mediate in 
the dispute between Moldova and its separatist region of Transdniester. 
Karel De Gucht, the chairman of the OSCE, met that day in Kyiv with 
President Viktor Yushchenko and Foreign Minister Boris Tarasyuk. De 
Gucht praised Yushchenko for personally taking a role in the search for a 
settlement of the Transdniester dispute. He also called for the negotiations 
to be resumed under international mediation. The so-called “five-plus-two” 
negotiations’ format includes Moldova and Transdniester, with Russia, 
Ukraine, and the OSCE as mediators, the EU and the U. S. as observers. 
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Involvement in process 
gives community clout 


The race for the leadership of the Liberal Party of Canada faces a cru- 
cial juncture June 30, as that is the date of the cutoff for the sales of mem- 
bership in the party. In order to vote for the delegates, who in turn, will 
elect the leader, you have to have purchased a membership card by that 
point in time. Any one over 14 years of age, who is a resident of Canada 
(and this includes landed immigrants) is eligible. 

Why this particular race is of particular interest to our community is 
because one of the 11 candidates — former Ontario Education Minister 
Gerard Kennedy — is of Ukrainian origin. His mother’s maiden name 
was Shemanski and his great grandfather on her side, Wasyl Shemanski, 
was one of the first Ukrainian settlers in the Ethelbert area of Manitoba. 
Should Kennedy be elected, he will become the first leader of Ukrainian 
origin to head any major federal political party. 

(It should be noted that there is also a candidate of Ukrainian origin 
running for the leadership of the Alberta Progressive Conservative Party 
— former International and Intergovernmental Affairs Minister Ed 
Stelmach. He too deserves our community’s support and we will be fo- 
cusing upon his candidacy in the next issue of Ukrainian News.) 

As well as being of Ukrainian origin, Kennedy is also familiar with our 
issues. He supports the recommendations made by the Standing Commit- 
tee of Citizenship and Immigration which would change the current citi- 
zenship revocation policy from the political one which now exists, to a 
judicial one which would respect the Charter rights of 6 million natural- 
ized Canadians. 

He has come out with a comprehensive immigration platform, which 
contains many of the same recommendations that the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress is calling for. Among these are revamping Canada’s Point Sys- 
tem to better recognize the value of skilled labour; increasing the focus on 
family reunification and improving access to language training. Another 
aspect of immigration policy he is working on is to how to improve immi- 
gration links with those countries with which Canada already has strong 
links due to population (like Ukraine). 

He has the support of MPs such as Borys Wrezsnewskyj and Andrew 
Telegdi who have been strong advocates of Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity interests in the House of Commons. 

Kennedy also has western roots. He was born in The Pas, Man., where 
his father served a term as mayor and was a federal Liberal candidate in 
1984. He was educated at the University of Alberta and spent a total of 
seven years in Edmonton where he served as the first executive director of 
the groundbreaking Edmonton Food Bank, Canada’s first such organiza- 
tion, from 1983 to 1986. 

The next leader of the federal Liberal Party will be elected at a conven- 
tion held in Montreal Noy. 29 — Dec. 3. Delegates to this convention will 
be selected at delegation selection meetings held in the 308 federal con- 
stituency associations across Canada, Sept. 29 — Oct. 1. A total of 14 del- 
egates will be selected from each constituency regardless of how many 
members belong to each association. This means it may takes 10 times as 
many members to elect a delegate from a Toronto riding as from one in 
Alberta, which makes western memberships worth all the more. The 14 
delegates will be divided proportionately among the candidates according 
to the votes cast for their leadership. 

As mentioned earlier, in order to vote at these selection meetings, you 
must first have to become a member of your riding association. And to do 
50, you must purchase your membership by June 30. 

If you want to see our community increase its clout in Canada’s politi- 
cal arena, then the way to do it is to get involved in the political process 
itself. Regardless of your personal leanings, the fact that we may help in 
getting the first Canadian of Ukrainian origin elected as a leader of a ma- 
jor political party, I a compelling reason to get a membership by June 30, 


so that you can have a direct voice in selecting the delegates who will pick 
that leader. 
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Quest for ‘Nazis’ hurts the innocent 


By Marco Levytsky, First published in 
The Winnipeg Free Press, Fri., June 9, 2006 

In a recent commentary (Remember the murderers, 
Free Press, April 26), David Matas, senior legal coun- 
sel to B’nai Brith Canada, attempted to justify a pro- 
cess that undermines the civil liberties of more than 
six million naturalized Canadians, under the guise of 
bringing “Nazi war criminals” to justice. 

He named four individuals — Jacob Fast, Wasyl 
Odynsky, Helmut Oberlander and Vladimir Katriuk, 
and claimed that because of compelling evidence link- 
ing them to Nazi-era crimes against humanity, the War 
Crimes Unit of the Department of Justice had pros- 
ecuted them. 

As any lawyer knows, prosecuting attorneys may de- 
termine whatever they wish, but it is meaningless if 
the court finds otherwise. In none of these four cases 
did the federal courts find any evidence of any indi- 
vidual crimes whatsoever — let alone “compelling” 
evidence. 

What the court did find was that “on a balance of 
probabilities” they lied about their past upon coming 
to Canada. Balance of probabilities means simply that 
the decision is 51 per cent on one side, as opposed to 
49 on the other. 

It falls way short of the “beyond a reasonable doubt” 
standard of criminal court. And there is no way to prove 
conclusively whether they lied or not upon coming to 
Canada, because all the immigration records of that 
period have been destroyed. 

The final decision on the revocation of a person’s 
citizenship rests with a committee of cabinet, which 
makes the government both prosecutor and court of 
last appeal. 


No judicial appeal 

Since there is no judicial appeal process, no prece- 
dents can be established. Judges have ruled both for 
and against\respondents in similar cases, so the whole 
system amounts to a judicial lottery where the victim’s 
fate depends проп whichever judge he gets. 

But because the government is under no obligation 
to present any evidence of any individual crimes under 
our current citizenship revocation system, they haven’t 
done so. And in the most recent cases they haven’t even 
bothered to charge the individuals with any individual 
crimes. 

In the three cases where the Department of Justice 
did attempt to bring evidence to court, it was thrown 
out by the judges because it had been obtained by the 
KGB through torture. 

One may well ask what is the government doing 
bringing forward evidence by an agency well-known 
for its crimes against humanity? This question should 
have been raised when upon announcing the launch of 


. Commentary 


the Denaturalization & Deportation policy in a Janu- 
ary 1995 news release, the government stated that a 
major step forward in its investigations was an agree- 
ment that gave it access to KGB files, but unfortunately 
it wasn’t. 

Considering the source of the government’s charges 
against these men, it is not a coincidence that all four 
individuals cited by Matas come from Ukraine as do 
the two individuals whose case are now before the court 
— Josef Furman of Edmonton, and Jura Skomatchuk 
of St. Catharines. 

In the Odynsky case, one of those where no indi- 
vidual crime was alleged in the government’s State- 
ment of Claim against him, Justice Andrew MacKay 
found that his service as a guard at a labour camp was 
involuntary (in fact he was threatened with death after 
he attempted an escape) and that there was no evidence 
that he participated in the mistreatment of any prisoner 
anywhere at any time. 


Actually revoked 

In the case of Oberlander, whose citizenship was ac- 
tually revoked by cabinet order, it was reinstated by a 
unanimous vote of the Federal Court of Appeal, after 
Oberlander’s lawyer took the unique step of appealing 
the revocation process itself. In this May 31, 2004 rul- 
ing, which was not appealed to the Supreme Court, Jus- 
tice Robert Décary, with the concurrence of Justices J. 
Edgar Sexton and B. Malone told the government “‘it 
cannot apply the war criminals policy to a person un- 
less it first satisfies itself, to use the very words of the 
policy, that ‘there is evidence of direct involvement in 
or complicity of war crimes or crimes against human- 
ALVanen 

The fact that revocation of citizenship can be used in 
such an arbitrary manner prompted the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee of Citizenship and Immigration 
last year to determine “that the potential loss of citi- 
zenship is of such fundamental significance to the per- 
son concerned that fraud should be proven beyond a 
reasonable doubt in a criminal court, that the legal pro- 
tections of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Free- 
doms — specifically sections 7 to 14 — must apply, 
and there should be no special limits placed on the right 
to appeal.” 

Until those recommendations are enacted, the Char- 
ter rights of every immigrant are in jeopardy. 
Marco Levytsky is the editor and publisher of the 
Edmonton-based, nationally distributed Ukrainian 
News, and a member of the National Justice Commit- 
tee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 


Bush visit, military exercises cancellation 
shows level of U.S. frustration 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The U.S. White House 
announced on June 8 that President George W. Bush 
would not go ahead with his tentatively planned visit 
to Ukraine. The announcement termed the decision a 
postponement, rather than cancellation, of the visit, and 
tactfully refrained from citing the reasons behind it. 
The White House had considered two possible dates 
for the visit to Kyiv: in mid-July shortly before the G- 
8 summit, or in the fourth week of June on the heels of 
the United States-European Union summit. Bush ulti- 
mately set aside June 22 for Kyiv, but the chaotic po- 
litical situation there made it inevitable for the U.S. 
president to change the plan on short notice; he will go 
to Hungary instead. 

Bush’s scrapped visit had been meant to demonstrate 
U.S. support for Ukraine’s political and economic re- 
forms, Euro-Atlantic orientation, and irreversible in- 
dependence from Russia. However, since late April 
Washington had made clear to Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko in increasingly urgent tones that the 
visit could not take place unless Ukraine had a func- 
tioning parliament and government by the time the U.S. 
president arrives. Ukrainian mass media had reported 
that linkage all along. Apparently unmoved, 
Yushchenko and his circle persisted with stonewalling 
tactics in the negotiations over a parliamentary major- 
ity and formation of a government. They bear the single 
largest share of responsibility for the institutional 
vacuum since the March 26 parliamentary elections. 

In April 2005, the freshly elected Yushchenko’s tri- 
umphant visit to the United States marked the zenith 


of hope in the Orange Revolution’s potential to build 
viable state institutions in Ukraine. Fourteen months 
later, the cancellation of Bush’s visit marks a nadir in 
relations and in the crisis of Ukraine’s state institutions 
as well. To be sure, the United States will not walk 
away from Ukraine and its problems. But the Ukrai- 
nian presidency seems not fully aware of, or impressed 
by, the level of frustration in Washington. 

In parallel with the discussions on the Bush visit, 
Yushchenko was discussing with the Kremlin the pos- 
sibility of a visit by President Vladimir Putin to Ukraine 
— an event that Yushchenko has long sought. On June 
9, reacting to the U.S. announcement, Yushchenko ac- 
knowledged that the absence of a functioning parlia- 
ment and government had hindered both visits and 
stated that Kyiv would continue discussions on the 
matter with Washington and with Moscow in ways that 
“balance various considerations; this is the wish of the 
Ukrainian side”. 

Undoubtedly, the forced cancellation of the Sea 
Breeze and Tight Knot military exercises, which were 
gearing up to start in southern Ukraine in the first half 
of June, became a contributory factor in the scrapping 
of Bush’s visit. On June 7, the Verkhovna Rada missed 
the last possible opportunity to consider a bill that would 
have authorized the exercises. That failure, made in- 
evitable by the Ukrainian presidency’s ineffective han- 
dling of this issue, doomed Sea Breeze and necessi- 
tated the evacuation of some 250 U.S. Marines from 
the Crimea before they could accomplish their task to 
prepare that exercise. The June 7 fiasco in Kyiv appar- 

ently helped trigger the June 8 decision in Washington 
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Gas-price increase 
could cause severe 
problems for Ukraine 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s energy problems 
seem to be never ending. Now, less than half 
a year after Gazprom briefly cut off gas sup- 
plies to Ukraine, the Russian gas monopoly 
is threatening to raise the price again. 

On May 22, Aleksandr Ryazanov, 
Gazprom’s deputy CEO, told the “Komersant 
Ukrayiny” daily that on July 1 the price of 
gas to Ukraine is to be increased from $95 
per 1,000 cubic meters to $120-$130. 

The current price for a “mixed basket” of 
Russian and Central Asian gas was agreed 
upon in January during the course of tense 
negotiations that ended in the cut off. 

If Gazprom follows through on its threat, 
the impact on the Ukrainian economy could 
be huge. 

The economy is already in trouble. A re- 
cent European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) projection said that 
Ukraine’s GDP growth rate could halve from 
2.4 percent in 2005 to 1.2 percent in 2006. 
According to the report, the likely cause is 
the higher prices Ukraine is already paying 
to import gas. Add to that the worsening dis- 
array in the country’s state-owned energy sec- 
tor, which is sliding into greater debt. 

If Gazprom manages to get its way and in- 
crease the price of gas, this might mean an 
additional bill of $625 million-$875 million 
from July-December. 

On May 31, the Ukrainian government an- 
nounced that beginning on July 1, domestic 
consumers will pay $82.80 for 1,000 cubic 
meters of gas, a 50 percent increase. Raising it 
again in the near future might prove difficult. 

In the first six months of 2006, the increased 
cost of energy has seen consumer prices ris- 
ing at an annualized rate of 19 percent. A fur- 
ther increase in the price of gas is likely to 
exacerbate inflation. 

A severe economic downturn could bring 
down a pro-Yushchenko government and 
force the president to appoint a government 
from the pro-Russia Party of Regions. 

Ukraine has few, if any, options to avoid- 
the price increase or to retaliate. The transit 
fee for Russian gas going through Ukrainian 
pipelines was set for 10 years in the January 
agreement and is unlikely to be raised before 
then. 

Increasing the rent for the Russian Black 
Sea fleet based in Sevastopol is unlikely, 
largely due to Yushchenko’s reluctance to 
anger the Kremlin. 

Some energy conservation efforts have only 
begun being implemented, but will not pro- 
duce significant savings for another five or 
10 years. 

One option could be Ukraine handing over 
control of its pipeline system and underground 
storage system to Russia in return for cheaper 
gas. That, however, is highly unlikely to hap- 
pen as Yushchenko has often stated that he 
will not give these up. 

Why has Russia chosen to make the deci- 


sion to raise prices now? 

The simple answer is the fact that, accord- 
ing to Moscow, the contract signed in Janu- 
ary is up for review in six months. 

“Tn our contract, the price was agreed upon 
for the first half of 2006,” Gazprom deputy 
head Aleksandr Medvedev told RIA Novosti 
on May 26.0)’The end of this period is ap- 
proaching and both sides will discuss the price 
for the following period.” 

But Ukraine seems to understand the terms 
of the contract a little differently. Yushchenko 
has made numerous assurances to his coun- 
trymen that the price agreed upon in January 
will remain at the $95 level for five years. 
Now that his promise has been challenged by 
Gazprom officials, the Ukrainian government 
might well feel the need to protect the image 
of the president and put up fierce resistance 
to any price rise. 

It’s also possible that policymakers in the 
Kremlin are timing their decision to increase 
gas prices for Ukraine to coincide with the 
upcoming Group of Eight industrialized 
economies (G-8) meeting in July. 

That could be Russia’s signal to the West 
that it will conduct business in the CIS to pro- 
mote its own geopolitical interests, regardless 
of how any of the G-8 members might react. 

Another possible explanation for the thinly 
veiled threat to raise gas prices for Ukraine is 
that this is a form of pressure being applied 
by the Kremlin to prevent the appointment of 
Yuliya Tymoshenko as prime minister. Dur- 
ing her short term as premier in 2005, 
Tymoshenko was outspoken about the need 
to remove RosUkrEnergo, the controversial 
middleman for gas deliveries from Central 
Asia, from the Ukrainian market. 

After Tymoshenko left office, 
RosUkrEnergo, reportedly at the insistence of 
the Kremlin, was given a lucrative role to play 
in the delivery and sale of gas to Ukraine. The 
January contract provided for RosUkrEnergo 
to create a joint venture company with 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny, the state-owned oil and 
gas monopoly, named UkrHazEnergo. The 
newly created company recently announced 
that it is expanding and intends to drill for 
gas in Ukraine and Russia. 

If Tymoshenko is appointed prime minis- 
ter, Moscow fears she might exclude 
UkrHazEnergo and RosUkrEnergo from the 
Ukrainian market. 

On May 30, Russian Ambassador to 
Ukraine Viktor Chernomyrdin linked the gas 
issue with political relations. Chernomyrdin 
was quoted by Interfax as saying that Ukrai- 
nian-Russian relations were affected by rela- 
tions between Ukraine and NATO, the prob- 
lems with the Russian Black Sea Fleet, Kyiv’s 
“search for democracy,” and the creation last 
month of the “Organization for Democracy 
and Economic Development-GUAM.” 

He also said that Kyiv and Moscow could 
settle the problem of a possible gas-price rise 
with an improvement of political relations. 


Cancellations show level of U.S. frustration 


to call off the visit. 

Attending a NATO-Ukraine Commission 
meeting at defense ministers’ level in Brus- 
sels on June 8, Ukrainian Defense Minister 
Anatoliy Hrytsenko regretfully announced 
that those two major exercises must be post- 
poned because of the political situations in 
Kyiv and the Crimea. According to 
Hrytsenko’s account of the session, he told 
U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld that 
the active phase of Sea Breeze could still be 
held in July-August, assuming approval by 
the Ukrainian parliament. 

Hrytsenko’s assumption looked unrealistic, 
however. At that point, protest actions were 
in full swing in the Crimea against the Sea 


Breeze exercise, the United States, and 
NATO. Protesters capitalized on the absence 
of a legal basis for the exercises. The entry of 
foreign military units on Ukrainian territory 
requires parliamentary approval in each case. 
Yushchenko had last submitted the necessary 
bill to the Verkhovna Rada in February, un- 
successfully. From the March 26 elections to 
date, the presidency maneuvered to delay the 
Start of the parliament’s work; thus, there is 
no constituted parliament in Kyiv to approve 
the holding of these exercises. Approval by 
parliament seems in any case more unlikely 
after the authorities unwittingly energized op- 
position to the exercises by attempting to hold 
them without a legal basis. 
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Building coalitions 
and building 
a nation in Ukraine 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—The Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, 
Our Ukraine, and the Socialist Party — the 
three allies in the 2004 Orange Revolution — 
have reached a deadlock in preparing a coali- 
tion accord to form a new government. Mean- 
while, pro-Russian opposition groups have 
engaged themselves in fanning anti-NATO 
protests in Crimea and declaring Russian a 
“regional language” in some regions. 

But the Orange Revolution allies, if reunited 
after their split in September 2005, are set to 
restart their government career in a turbulent 
political climate, in which the Russian lan- 
guage and NATO membership have once 
again become bitterly divisive issues. 

Since the March 26 parliamentary and lo- 
cal elections in Ukraine, regional legislators 
have declared Russian as a “regional lan- 
guage” in a number of eastern and southern 
Ukrainian regions and cities, including 
Kharkiv, Donetsk, and Mykolayiv. 

President Viktor Yushchenko made clear on 
June 6 that these decisions are unconstitu- 
tional: “Article 10 of the Ukrainian Constitu- 
tion defines a common status of the state lan- 
guage, which is Ukrainian. And no regional 
or city council has the authority to change the 
status of any language.” 

However, Yushchenko can do little more 
beside making indignant statements on this 
account. Only Ukraine’s Constitutional Court 
can rule that a decision by a legislative body 
is unconstitutional and subsequently cancel 
it. 

But the Constitutional Court has been 
nonoperational for nearly a year. The 
Verkhovna Rada refuses to swear in new 
judges, fearing that Yushchenko will ask the 
court to cancel the 2004 constitutional reform 
that strips him of some substantial powers in 
favor of the parliament and the prime minis- 
ter. 

Another blow to the apparently dwindling 
authority of the president came this month 
from Crimea, where pro-Russian opposition 
groups — including the Party of Regions, the 
Natalya Vitrenko Bloc, and the Communist 
Party — have launched anti-NATO protests. 

The pretext for the protests was the visit in 
the port of Feodosiya of a U.S. naval cargo 
ship, which brought construction equipment 
and materials to upgrade a training range in 
Crimea before the multinational military ex- 
ercise Sea Breeze 2006 in July. The protest- 
ers see the U.S. naval visit as an unwelcome 
NATO intrusion into Ukrainian territory and 
demand the sacking of the defense and for- 
eign ministers over the incident. 

The deployment of foreign troops on Ukrai- 
nian territory must be approved by the parlia- 
ment for each individual case. Since the 
Verkhovna Rada failed to do so by June 7, the 
exercises were cancelled. As a result, Presi- 
dent Yushchenko will suffer international hu- 
miliation, since participation in the exercise 
has already been confirmed by 17 countries. 

On top of that, the Crimean autonomous 
legislature on June 6 passed a resolution de- 
claring Crimea to be a “NATO-free zone.” 
Perhaps, as President Yushchenko asserts, the 
resolution will have no impact on Ukraine’s 
relations with NATO. But the resolution fla- 
grantly defies Ukraine’s official policy of in- 
tegration with NATO. 

Why is there no clear and decisive reaction 
from Kyiv to what is happening in Crimea? 

Ukrainian political scientist Ihor Losev says 
the Orange Revolution forces are so busy with 
haggling over the composition of a future 
government that they have no time to think 
about national interests: “When today we are 
watching this shameful story with the coali- 
tion [building], when it is necessary to save 
Ukraine but the authorities are totally focused 
on how to prevent [Yuliya] Tymoshenko from 
taking the chair of prime minister — it is a 


pathological situation. It is something outside 
the boundaries of common sense.” 

According to Losev, the political class that 
came to power in Ukraine following the Or- 
ange Revolution pursues similar “clannish” 
and “egoistic” interests that were character- 
istic of the ruling elite during the previous 
presidency of Leonid Kuchma. 

There are also many commentators who see 
the current anti-NATO protests and the re- 
kindled Russian-language controversy in 
Ukraine as elements of a broader campaign 
inspired from Russia in order to undermine 
Yushchenko’s authority in Ukraine. 

According to this line of reasoning, Mos- 
cow has realized that Ukraine under 


. Yushchenko has a real chance of integration 


with Euro-Atlantic structures. 

Therefore, Gazprom’s increase of gas prices 
for Kyiv in January and the current political 
turbulence in Ukraine can be seen as Mos- 
cow-supported attempts to discipline 
Yushchenko and keep Ukraine “in the Rus- 
sian orbit.” 

Incidentally, President Yushchenko and 
Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk have both 
suggested that the ongoing anti-NATO pro- 
tests are sponsored by anti-Ukrainian forces 
in Russia. х 

Kyiv-based political scientist Hryhoriy 
Perepelytsya says that Ukrainians, because of 
their blurred national identity, can still be pro- 
voked by pro-Russian politicians into con- 
flicts around the Russian language and 
Ukraine’s foreign-policy goals. 

“The problem is that a large part of Ukrai- 
nians, particularly those living in eastern re- 
gions and Crimea, cannot identify themselves 
as Ukrainians. They consider [Ukrainians] to 
be an alien nation with relation to themselves. 
They do not want to learn or speak the Ukrai- 
nian language. This puts them in a situation 
of terrible discomfort, psychological and ideo- 
logical discomfort, and this leads to conflict,” 
Perepelytsya says. 

According to Losev and Perepelytsya, 
President Kuchma did not actually want to 
bridge the West-East divide in Ukraine dur- 
ing his rule, while President Yushchenko has 
not yet proposed any plan how to do it. 

What does President Yushchenko need to 
do in order to defuse the current rebellious 
sentiments over the Russian language and 
NATO in the country? 

Ukrainian political analyst Oleh Doniy be- 
lieves that Yushchenko must employ a car- 
rot-and-stick tactic: “In the first place it is 
necessary to show the authorities’ strength. 
That is, the decisions of local self-government 
bodies that overstep the limits of their author- 
ity should be indisputably canceled by pros- 
ecutors.” 

This refers to the Russian-language contro- 
versy. As for the anti-NATO protests, Doniy 
advises to be cautious and even abandon the 
idea of holding military exercises with NATO 
troops. And here is why. 

“If the population is now against [staging 
exercises with NATO troops], it is not [advis- 
able] to break the people’s will by force. The 
worst will happen when this [opposition to 
NATO] becomes a romantic idea among the 
population. One thing is to fight political op- 
position or to fight Russia [and] the Kremlin, 
but it is quite a different thing if [you have to 
fight] a romantic idea among Russian-speak- 
ing youths in the south and east [of Ukraine]. 
It is impossible to kill a romantic idea,” Doniy 
says. 

Whatever President Yushchenko is going 
to do in this situation, it is already evident 
that he needs to be guided not so much by 
short-term concerns connected with coalition 
building as by long-term considerations linked 
to nation building. 

(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service contributed to 
this report.) 


By Jesse Cringon 

Following a strong performance in the first Liberal 
Leaders Debate, June 10, Gerard Kennedy met with a 
number of representatives of the local Ukrainian com- 
munity. 

He was joined by Etobicoke Centre Member of Par- 
liament, Boris Wrzesnewskyj. 

Kennedy has spent the last several weeks meeting 
with Canadians across the country. consulting with 
community leaders, party members and local citizens, 
and sharing his ideas for the future of our country. 

Kennedy believes this consultation is vital to the re- 
newal of the Liberal Party of Canada. 

“Everything starts with a purpose. First you identify 
the things that matter to people and then together we’ ll 
build the policy. You set the table for openness and in- 
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PHOTO — JESSE CRINGAN 
Gerard Kennedy with members of Manitoba's Ukrainian community. MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj is on the right. 


Kennedy meets with Manitoba’s 
Ukrainian Community 


clusion and people will come,” stated Kennedy. 

“A leader comes forward with a vision, but then 
people need to get engaged and help shape it.” 

Kennedy has a deep commitment to increasing the 
diversity within leadership roles in the party and im- 
proving the multicultural representation and number 
of women as MPs in our Party. 

Among those at the June 10 meeting were a number 
of prominent members of the local Ukrainian commu- 
nity, including playwright Danny Schur, Bill Balan, 
Eugene Hyworon and his son Demyan, Myroslaw, 
Ruslan and Orysia Tracz, Alexandra Pawlowksky, As- 
sistant to the Director, Centre for Ukrainian Canadian 
Studies, at the University of Manitoba and Ostap 
Skrypnyk, Executive Director of Ukrainian Canadian 
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Kennedy visits West, 
unveils immigration 
platform 


By Marco Levytsky, 
with reports from Andrew Aggerholm, The Bonnyville Nouvelle 

Ukrainian-origin Liberal leadership candidate Gerard Kennedy unveiled 
his immigration platform and elaborated on his vision of Canada as an 
international country during his visit of the Prairies early this month. 

“The idea that I am pushing is that this country has become the world’s 
first international country... We want to have an impact on how we live in 
the future,” he said during a meeting with some 75 Liberals in Edmonton, 
June 8. 

Asked to elaborate on this theme during an interview with Ukrainian 
News at the St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Parish Hall the following 
day, Kennedy said: “It’s a country that we can be. But are not yet. We need 
to focus more on what our strength are which are we have links, with the 
Canadian population and countries around the world.” 

One of the problems is that the immigrant success rate has gone down 
considerably in recent years. 

The gap between the earning rates of immigrants and native-born Ca- 
nadians has been increasing rapidly since the 1980s and reaching the 40- 
44 per cent point. By some estimates some 4,000 immigrant PhDs in 
Toronto are using the food bank, he said. 

This has to be corrected, said Kennedy, because “without immigrant 
success — people who come here and stay here — we will not have any 
population growth after 2010.” 

Kennedy has pledged to eliminate the Immigrant Success Gap by 2016. 

The elements of the program are to: 

г Revamp Canada’s Point System to better recognize the value of skilled 
labour; 

г Engage the private sector on immigrant success programs; 

e Increased focus on family reunification; 

e Improved access to language training; 

» Strike a Federal/Provincial/Municipal/Business Committee to set an- 
nual immigration targets; 

e Engage new Canadians in reaching our international goals in peace- 
making, peace-keeping, the provision of humanitarian aid, research and 
education, and arts and culture. й 

Asked how this program would help immigrants from Ukraine, Kennedy, 
whose maternal great grandfather, Wasyl Shemanski was one of the first 
Ukrainian pioneers in the Ethelbert region of Manitoba, said: 

“Tt would allow for more family reunification. It would allow for Ukrai- 
nian immigrants that we do accept to be more successful in the first place. 
But there is one part which isn’t in there yet, which is what we do with 
countries where we have strong links already because of population and 
what immigration policies should prevail there.” 

“There is need to have special relations with those countries with which 
the people (of Canada) already have special relations,” he added. 

Kennedy who visited centres in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta 
during this tour, said he met many Canadians of Ukrainian origin along 
the way. 

“There’s a lot of participation from the Ukrainian community in the 
party — not as much as we need to have — but certainly in each province 
there have been people and I have been very proud to talk about my Ukrai- 
nian roots and... as I talk about immigration one thing I know every Ukrai- 
nian on the Prairies benefited from a welcome immigration policy. It wasn’t 
perfect, it kept Ukrainians in a certain kind of place, but I think we have to 
learn from that — that the idea of welcome has to be improved upon with 
each generation,” he said. 

“To people out there of my generation I want to say: ‘Stop taking this 
country for granted. It’s time to give something back. It’s time to get en- 
gaged. We benefited from it. Our parents and grandparents they gave us 
the health care, the education, the economic opportunities that we needed 
for our times. We can’t yet say that about our kids. And we have an obliga- 
tion to get involved’.” 

One of the towns he visited was Bonnyville, where on June 9, he issued 
a challenge to the small group of Liberals there, according to Andrew 
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Gerard Kennedy with Edmonton Gold Bar MLA Hugh MacDonald at the 
Edmonton Gold Bar Liberal Association’s barbecue, June 9. 
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Kennedy visits West 


Aggerholm of the Bonnyville Nouvelle. 

“To have achance the western Liberals need 
to insist Western Canada is not an add-on to 
the Liberal policy,” Kennedy said. “The first 
way to do that is to sign up new Liberals. I 
challenge each of you to sign up one person 
per day (to the Liberal Party).” 

Kennedy discussed the current state of the 
Liberal Party, the Conservative Party and 
Canada as a whole to the people sitting around 
a table listening to his every word. 

“People didn’t get a sense of where we were 


going,” Kennedy said of the Liberal Party. 
He criticized Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s government throughout his discussion. 
“He’s a neo-conservative,” Kennedy said. 
“He’s given а 40 per cent tax break to his bud- 
dies and basically told everybody else to take 
a hike. That’s not a good recipe for success.” 
He said Harper wasn’t as concerned with 
the country as he was about staying іп power 
and gaining influence. He accused Harper of 
buying “his play book at the Republican 
store,” reported The Bonnyville Nouvelle. 


Canada should expand immigration 
resources Bevilacqua says 


(UkrNews)— Canada has to expand the re- 
sources allocated for immigration, says a Lib- 
eral leadership hopeful. 

“Immigration represents one of Canada’s 
greatest hopes. We have an aging society and 
a country that requires greater population,” 
Maurizio Bevilacqua told Ukrainian News 
during an interview in Edmonton, June 11. 

“But the balance has to be created between 
the humanitarian and compassionate grounds, 
skilled labour and family reunification. But 

there’s also no question about the fact that 
Canada’s search for skilled labour through- 
out the world will become more prominent 
as time goes by. But I don’t think that we 
should wait until we’re in a crisis situation 
with skilled labour shortage before we act,” 
he added. 

There is also an economic focus to immi- 
gration, said Bevilacqua. 

He would also like to expand resources to 
for settlement to integrate immigrants into 
Canadian life 

“One of the troubling trends I see is that, in 
fact, it is taking longer for immigrants to ar- 
rive at the same standard of living as the av- 
erage Canadian. That number should be short- 
ened,” Bevilacqua said. 

Asked whether he would support the 2005 
recommendations of the Standing Commit- 
tee on Citizenship and revocation, which 
would change the current citizenship revoca- 
tion policy from the political one to a judicial 
one and would make it consistent with the 
Charter of Rights, he said “on the issue of the 
committee report itself, ГА have to look at it 
very carefully” 

“But there’s no question about the fact that 
the justice system needs to be to be respected 
to protect people’s rights. If changes are re- 
quired then changes must be made to reflect 
the basic principle of you are innocent until 
proven guilty,” Bevilacqua added. 

On multiculturalism, Bevilacqua said the 
policy should not be “restricted tovits cultural 
elements, but multiculturalism should be 
found within the political, social structures (of 
the country).” 

Asked about bring the cultural retention and 
language component back to the policy, he 
replied: 

«Ра in favour of the learning of languages 


Maurizio Bevilacqua 


because I think that in a global village knowl- 
edge of languages is not only an enhancement 
of one’s culture, but an enhancement of eco- 
nomic opportunities that are found within the 
new global reality. As for the actual program- 
ming, that’s what I will have to analyze and 
see the type of resources required, but as a 
general principle I endorse it.” 

Bevilacqua also referred to the Ukrainian 
community “as one of the communities that 
has really helped this country grow and be- 
come what it is today.” 

Born in Sulmona, Italy in 1960, he emi- 
grated to Canada with his parents at the age 
of 10. 

He was first elected to the House of Com- 
mons in 1988 in the former riding of York 
North. He was re-elected in 1990, 1993, 1997, 
2000, and in 2004 and 2006 in the new riding 
of Vaughan. Bevilacqua has been appointed 
to several prominent posts over his 18 years 
as a Member of Parliament holding pivotal 
positions as a member of Cabinet and the Op- 
position. He currently serves as the Opposi- 
tion Critic, Competitiveness and the New 
Economy. 

Bevilacqua was named to Cabinet as Sec- 
retary of State (Science, Research and Devel- 
opment) on Jan. 15, 2002. He was later ap- 
pointed Secretary of State (Internationaal Fi- 
nancial Institutions) on May 26, 2002. 


MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Gerard Kennedy gets a sample of the varenyky at St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodx Parish in 
Edmonton, June 9. Behind him is Jim Jacuta, Liberal candidate for Edmonton Leduc in 
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eerie reminder 


of Chornobyl legacy 


By Valentinas Mite 

(RFE/RL)— We are in Pripyat — once a 
flourishing Soviet town, but now a silent, 
empty place haunted by Chornobyl’s nuclear 
legacy. 

It is raining heavily as our driver parks his 
old Zhiguli in what used to be a children’s 
amusement park. “It’s good,” he says, look- 
ing at the rain. “It will wash away some of 
the radioactivity.” 

Our guide is Serhiy Chernoy, a local journal- 
ist. He lived in Pripyat as a student, and says he 
had hoped to make it his permanent home. 

“There were flowers everywhere. Of all the 
cities I’ve seen in Ukraine — of course, I 
haven't seen all of them — it was the best. 
My wife and І celebrated our wedding here, 
and I wanted very much to be sent to work 
here after I graduated from Kyiv University. 
But half a year before I graduated, the catas- 
trophe took place,” Serhiy says. 

Nearly two decades later, Pripyat is a ghost 
town. A gloomy atmosphere hangs over the 
abandoned amusement park. Grass grows 
through cracks in the asphalt. Raindrops 
splash on empty park rides. 

A large Ferris wheel remains a vivid shade 
of yellow, as though it had been painted yes- 
terday. Erected just days before the April 26, 
1986 disaster, it has never carried a single pas- 
senger. 

We get back in the car and drive through 
the rain to what Serhiy says was once the heart 
of Pripyat. 

“This is the main square of the city. The 
regional headquarters of the [Communist] 
Party was based here. Look at the building 
over there. There was a restaurant and a ho- 
tel. It was the center of town. In the past, roses 
were growing everywhere. Now you see only 
bushes. On the top of some houses you can 
see birch trees growing,” Serhiy says. 

We walk into the Communist Party build- 
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ing. Portraits of once-prominent Politburo 
members lie scattered on the floor. There are 
empty chairs, books by Lenin, and posters 
bearing Communist slogans. 

“No souvenirs,” Serhiy warns — every- 
thing is radioactive. He says contamination 
levels vary from place to place. But it will be 
hundreds of years before Pripyat is safe to live 
in. 

In the rush to evacuate the city, few resi- 
dents had time to take more than a few small 
possessions with them. But over the years, the 
town has been picked clean by thieves who 
took whatever they could and sold it. 

Oleksiy Dolia, an ethnographer, says people 
throughout Ukraine may be unwittingly liv- 
ing with contaminated furniture and other 
property stolen from Pripyat. 

“There’s nothing left there. The houses are 
empty. Nearly everything was left in these 
houses — furniture, [audio and video] equip- 
ment. Everything was there. But now there’s 
nothing left,” Dolia says. 

Once a year, on April 26, onetime Pripyat 
residents return to the town. Serhiy says it is 
a chance for many to remember what their 
lives were like before the accident. 

“Some of them haven’t been here for 10 or 
15 years. Some more, some less. They meet 
here. Sometimes they set up a table with food, 
they kiss one another, they take pictures, re- 
membering what their lives were like in this 
town. They think back on the times they went 
to a certain restaurant, or to the swimming 
pool. There was a wonderful pool here, a won- 
derful stadium,” Serhiy says. 

As we leave Pripyat, we stop and say 
goodbye to a sole policeman manning the | 
checkpoint on the road leading in and out об" 
the town. But after a wrong turn, we find our- 
selves once again in the main square, with no 
police to stop us. It seems anyone can enter 
the radioactive zone and not be detected. 
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Московському патріархату 


не подобається, що в 
Україну приїде Папа 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна)- -Керуючий справами 
Української православної церкви (у підпорядкуванні Московського 
патріархату) архієпископ Переяслав-Хмельницькийй Митрофан 
вважає несвоєчасним можливий візит папи Римського Бенедикта XVI 
в Україну. 

"Візит папи Римського в Україну ми вважаємо несвоєчасним, як 
несвоєчасним був і візит його попередника Іоанна Павла", - сказав 
архієпископ 9 червня в ході інтернет-конференції в Києві. 

За його словами, це пов'язано з тим, що існує безліч невирішених 
проблем у взаєминах між Українською Православною і Римо- 
Католицькою церквами. 

Насамперед, за словами владики Митрофана, це проблема npo— 
зелітизму, невирішених майнових питань, проблема проведення почер-- 
гових із греко-католиками богослужінь у православних храмах тощо. 

Як відомо, запрошення папи римського розглядалося секретаріатом 
президента. 

Митрофан також висловився проти втручання української держави 
в справи церкви. 

Він підкреслив, що "усі конфесії в Україні рівні перед законом, у 
нас не існує державної церкви, і тому держава повинна створювати 
необхідні умови для нормального забезпечення життєдіяльності 
зареєстрованих в Україні конфесій". 

Надання ж будь-якій з конфесій статусу "більш національної" або 
"більш іноземної", на думку архієпископа, веде до дискримінації 
стосовно інших церков. 

Владика пояснив, що "мова йде про підтримку так званого Київсь- 
кого патріархату, що не визнаний у православному світі". 

Архієпископ Митрофан також поскаржився, що в Україні "на дер- 
жавному рівні робляться спроби домогтися у Всесвітнього патріарха 
визнання Київського патріархату на шкоду канонічним правилам". 

Тим часом, переконаний представник Московського патріархату, 
"створення єдиної помісної церкви в Україні не може бути преро-- 
гативою державних інтересів. Це суто внутрішня справа православної 
церкви". 


Сиріт в Україні більшає, 
зокрема з вадами розвитку 


Ольга Бурда, Бі-Бі-Сі, Київ 

У міжнародний день захисту дітей за традицією, успадкованою з 
радянських часів, влада незалежної України, намагається демон- 
струвати "щасливе дитинство" найменших громадян. 

Київ, наприклад, виділив понад 150 тисяч гривень на проведення 
культурно-мистецьких акцій з тієї нагоди. 

У Харкові безкоштовно кататимуть дітей на каруселях, а в Донецьку 
- на дитячій залізниці. 

І, можливо, в цей день відчують святкову увагу до себе і діти-сироти, 
яких, за державною статистикою, в Україні щороку більшає. 

Лише 3% з них - це діти, чиї батьки померли. Решта - це так звані 
"соціальні сироти", які стали такими при живих батьках, котрі через 
наркоманію, алкоголізм чи просто безвідповідальність порушили 
базове право дитини, проголошене конвенцією ООН, - право на сімейне 
виховання та батьківське піклування. 

Число сімей в Україні, які бажають усиновити чужу дитину, щороку 
зменшується. Натомість зростає число державних сиротинців. Лише 
за останні 5 років таких закладів побільшало на десять, але попри це 
школи-інтернати - а їх по всій країні 96 - залишаються переповненими. 

За інформацією міністерства освіти, в Україні невпинно зростає 
число дітей-сиріт із вадами психофізичного розвитку та з генетичними 
відхиленнями. Від них відмовляються ще в пологових будинках. 

Забезпечити одягом, взуттям та засобами особистої гігієни вдається 
лише 80% вихованців інтернатів. І не за рахунок державних коштів, а 
лише завдяки спонсорським пожертвам. Подібна ситуація - і з харчами. 


Україна отримає контрактну 
армію до 2011 року? 


(ForUm)—Minicrp оборони України Анатолій Гриценко вважає 
_ цілком реальним перейти до 2011 року на контрактну армію. 

«До 2011 року цілком реально перейти на контрактну армію. І це 
може бути ресурсно забезпечено. Якщо економіка працюватиме хоча 
б на існуючому рівні, не буде політичних перешкод, то в кінці 2010 
року ми матимемо повністю контрактну армію», - сказав міністр 13 
червня в ефірі спільного проекту «Радіо свобода» і «Нашого радіо» 
програми «Звуки життя. Дійова особа», повідомляє «УНІАН». 

Говорячи про переваги контрактної армії, «Гриценко сказав, що «за 
структурою витрат контрактна армія дешевше. Тому що на солдата, 
який вміє виконувати поставлені завдання, який серйозно психологічно 
підготовлений, можна розраховувати. Формально така армія коштує 
дорожче, але для держави вона дешевша i стабільніша». 

Голова оборонного відомства також нагадав, що на сьогодні в рамках 
спільного проекту і за фінансової допомоги США проводиться авто-- 
матизація системи обліку у військкоматах для вдосконалення роботи 
щодо переходу на контрактну службу. 

Гриценко також повідомив, що на сьогодні за штатом чисельність 
Збройних сил України становить 245 тисяч, а облікова - уже 226 тисяч. 
«Оптимальною, і такою, яка не мінятиметься протягом багатьох років, 
ми вважаємо цифру 143 тисячі осіб на межі 2011 року. З них приблизно 
20 тисяч цивільних, решта - військові», - повідомив Гриценко. 
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Ющенко дав «ключову 
інформацію» про своє отруєння 


(ЕогОпта)- Президент України Віктор Ющенко 
відзначає, що слідчі Генеральної прокуратури 
України отримали необхідні для проведення слідчих 
дій дані щодо його отруєння. 

Про це він заявив 6 червня на прес-конференції в 
Києві, відповідаючи на питання журналістів. 

"В кінці травня, нарешті відбулося засідання між- 
народної експертної комісії, яка дала оцінку харак- 
теру отруєння 1 привела технічні характеристики 
роботи отрути в тимчасовому параметрі. На мою 
думку, це - ключове, що було потрібно слідчим для 
проведення слідчих дій", - відзначив Ющенко, 
уточнивши: "Це був міжнародний збір, 
організований Генеральною прокуратурою". 

За словами Президента, зокрема, встановлений 
тип отрути, її формула, характер дії на організм, 
розроблені версії виведення отрути з організму, існує 
програма лікування. "Нібито, те, що потрібно було 
отримати слідчій частині Генпрокуратури, вона 
отримала?, - сказав Ющенко, передає «УНІАН». 
При цьому він відзначив: "Я думаю, що це остання 
ключова новина, яка відкидає всякі спекуляції 
навколо теми — Президент підтяжку щік робив чи 
його отруїли? Його отруїли". 

Нагадуємо, що у вересні 2005 року екс-голова 
СБУ Олександр Турчинов заявив, що факт отруєння 
Ющенка ще не встановлений, і що головна проблема 
розслідування цієї справи і неможливість пред'яв- 
лення звинувачень полягає в тому, що досі не вста- 
новлений факт самого отруєння. Турчинов відзначав 
необхідність проведення експертизи українськими 
фахівцями, які повинні б дати підписку про кримі- 
нальну відповідальність. Також, посилаючись на 
слова тодішнього генерального прокурора Свято- 
слава Піскуна, Турчинов відзначав, що експертиза 
не зроблена, тому що Президент не має бажання 
здавати аналізи. Турчинов також сказав, що мав роз- 
мову з самим Ющенком i попередив, що затягування 
експертизи може привести до звинувачення в тому, 
що справа сфальсифікована. 

9 листопада 2005 року Ющенко відповідно до 
постанови органу досудового слідства надав зразки 
крові для експертного дослідження в рамках судово- 
медичної експертизи, яка призначена у кримінальній 


справі за фактом замаху на його життя. , Біологічні 
зразки були відібрані згідно з чинним Кримінально- 
Процесуальним кодексом України. Проведення 
експертизи було доручено українським фахівцям з 
залученням іноземних фахівців, що відповідає 
закону України про судову експертизу", - відзначила 
прес-секретар Президента Ірина Геращенко, уточ- 
нивши, що дослідження проводитимуться в провід- 
них лабораторіях трьох європейських країн на 
підставі виконання правоохоронними органами цих 
країн клопотань Генеральної прокуратури України 
про надання правової допомоги в розслідуванні цієї 
справи. 

22 листопада 2005 року Геращенко відзначила, що 
за попередньою інформацією, результати дослід- 
ження зразків крові потерпілого Ющенка, які були 
отримані 9 листопада 2005 року в рамках проведення 
судово-медичної експертизи, показали наявність 
діоксину в організмі потерпілого. «Дані досліджень 
показують, що концентрація діоксину в крові 
потерпілого в тисячі разів перевищує фонову», - 
відзначила вона. Експертиза проводилася Головним 
бюро судово-медичної експертизи МОЗ України від- 
повідно до Закону України «Про судову експертизу» 
з залученням лабораторій в Німеччині, Бельгії і 
Великобританії. 

1 червня 2006 року в прес-службі Генпрокуратури 
повідомили, що повторна експертиза підтвердила 
попередні висновки про навмисне отруєння Ющенка 
отруйною речовиною - діоксином. За даними прес- 
служби, відповідно до вимог Закону України , Про 
судову експертизу" 1 Кримінально-Процесуального 
кодексу України, Головного бюро судово-медичної 
експертизи Міністерства охорони здоров'я України, 
завершено проведення повторної комісійної судово- 
медичної експертизи у кримінальній справі, яка роз- 
слідується Генпрокуратурою за фактом посягання 
на життя державного діяча України, колишнього 
народного депутата України, а наразі Президента 
України Ющенка. З наданого експертами висновку 
можна вважати, що Ющенко був навмисно отруєний, 
повідомили в Генпрокуратурі. Експертиза проводи- 
лася у складі комісії з числа вітчизняних фахівців, 
а також фахівців зі США, Німеччини та Японії. 


Ніжин після двох резонансних убивств 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Патріархальний Ніжин, що на Чернігівщині, 
сколихнули убивства льотчика - заступника 
командира загону МНС Олега Довганюка і депутата 
міськради Григорія Потильчака. Доки "батьки міста" 
спілкуються з центральним керівництвом і пишуть 
звернення до Президента, Генерального прокурора 
і керівників силових структур України, - місцеві 
депутати готують невеличкий заколот. 

Над Ніжином пливуть церковні дзвони, а маківки 
храмів - ніби ракети - дивляться у високу небесну 
блакить. І, на думку пересічних ніжинців, так само 
- у небеса - пішли душі Олега Довганюка і Григорія 
Потильчака. Перший був забитий п'ятьма п'яними 
міліціонерами по дорозі додому, другий - вбитий 
неподалік свого будинку. Депутати ніжинської 
міської ради на спеціальному засіданні висловили 
недовіру керівництву правоохоронних органів міста, 
і підписали звернення до Президента, Генпрокурора, 
керівників МВС і Служби Безпеки України, зазна- 
чивши: "Під загрозою не тільки життя депутатів 
міськради, котрим стало небезпечно виконувати свої 
функції, але 1 життя кожного мешканця Ніжина", 
У зверненні до виборців депутати підкреслюють: 

"Над містом нависла загроза мафіозно -- чинов- 
ницького свавілля! Виконавчі органи влади, на чолі 
з міським головою, не здатні до конструктивного 


діалогу з громадою та її представниками у міськраді. 
Звертаємося до усіх ніжинців з пропозицією засу- 
дити діяльність всіх відомих вам представників 
мафіозно - чиновницького клану 1 підтримати 
депутатів міської ради у здійсненні демократичних 
перетворень місцевого самоврядування". 

До Ніжина терміново прибув міністр внутрішніх 
справ Юрій Луценко, який пообіцяв покарати усіх, 
хто ганьбить звання міліціонера, i розібратися з 
обома резонансними убивствами: 

“ST ніколи не повірю, що начальник міліції та його 
заступники про це (убивство, катування) не знають, 
коли шестеро осіб приходять i розповідають про 
катування людей. Така міліція нам не потрібна!". 

Тим часом, депутати ніжинської міськради від 
Блоку Юлії Тимошенко, "Нашої України? i 
Соціалістичної партії, розгортають акції недовіри 
до міського голови Приходька та його команди. 
Ніжинський журналіст Дмитро Дажук розповідає: 

4-13 червня з листівками і гучномовцями 
запрошуються усі громадяни для вирішення питання 
про мера. Буде мітинг і засідання міськради, на 
якому буде поставлене питання про відставку мера". 

Сьогодні, як каже пан Дажук, ніжинці активно 
обговорюють перебіг подій у місті, забувши навіть 
про свято Трійці, сонячну днину і пахощі акацій. 


За три роки у Києві буде 5 нових станцій метро 


(Українська правда)- Цього року у Києві буде 
відкрито другий вихід на станції метро "Дарниця" 
та побудовано станцію "Червоний Хутір". 

Про це повідомив 13 червня на прес-конференції 
заступник міністра транспорту та зв'язку Микола 
Щербина. 

"У четвертому кварталі нинішнього року розпоч-- 
неться будівництво Подільсько-Вигурівської лінії 
метро", - цитує слова Щербини прес-служба Minic— 
терства транспорту і зв'язку. 

Щербина також повідомив, що у 2007 році плану-- 
ють збудувати три станції — "Деміївська", "Голосіїв- 
ська" та "Васильківська", у 2008 - станцію "Вистав-- 
ковий центр". 

Він також зазначив, що до 2009 року буде розмі- 
чено 15 нових станцій, а новими пересадочними 


вузлами стануть станції "Тараса Шевченка" і 
"Глибочицька". 

Крім того, Щербина зазначив, що у Харківському 
метрополітені буде введено новозбудовані дільниці 
протяжністю 6,7 км з чотирма новими станціями та 
у 2009 році - електродепо Олексіївської лінії. 

"У Дніпропетровському метро продовжиться бу-- 
дівництво першої черги - дільниці від станції 
"Вокзальна" до станції "Центральна"(введення в 
експлуатацію у 2010 році) та виконані проектні 
роботи по другій черзі метро ", - зазначив він. 

За словами Щербини, у Донецьку буде введено в 
дію перший пусковий комплекс першої черги з б 
станцій та одного електродепо (від станції "Проле- 
тарська" до станції "Політехнічний інститут"). 
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President Russell Romanick presents long term volunteers with certificate of appreciation awards: From left: 
Michael Kibiuk, Russell Romanick, Allan Yaremchuk and Michael Sawchuk. 


Thunder Bay commemorates 20th 


Ukrainian Мем/з/Українські вісті, June14 - 27, 2006, 31 14 - 27 червня, 2006 


anniversary of Chornobyl disaster 


(CCCF)—The Chornoby] nuclear disaster which oc- 
curred on April 26th 1986, exactly 20 years ago, is the 
worlds biggest peacetime nuclear catastrophe. Radia- 
tion from the Chornobyl! number 4 nuclear reactor in 
Ukraine contaminated large area’s of Belarus, Ukraine 
and Russia. The hardest hit area of Ukraine is still con- 
taminated by radiation and will remain so for many 
years to come. 

On April 26th 2006 a memorial prayer service and 
activities program commemorating the victims of 
Chornobyl] was held at the Church of the Holy Protec- 
tion, with Fr. Volodymyr Krivoglavyi, Church of the 
Holy Cross, Fr. Volodymyr Chvetz, Church of Trans- 
figuration and Fr. Jaroslaw Buciora, Church of St. 
Volodymyr, concelebrating. Immediately following the 
Panachyda everyone was invited to a memorial lunch 
and activities program which was held in the church 
auditorium. 

The memorial program commenced with the Chil- 
dren of Chornobyl Canadian Fund Thunder Bay Chap- 
ter president, Russell Romanick welcoming everyone 
and Fr. Bohdan Slipyj recited the Lords Prayer. 

The activities program included the following: 

« An informative children’s presentation on 
Chornobyl by Cassandra and Mateyko Boyer, Tania, 
Liuba and Alicia Bobrowsky, Eric Wilson and Oleh 
Lozynsky; 


» A beautiful Ukrainian dance was performed by 
Amanda and Jillian Luby; 

» A detailed review of our Thunder Bay Chapter op- 
erations was presented by our secretary Orysia 
Romaniuk. 

The Thunder Bay Chapter president, Russell 
Romanick, presented three Certificate of Appreciation 
Awards to our long service volunteers; Michael Kibiuk, 
Michael Sawchuk and Allan Yaremchuk. 

Certificate of Appreciation Awards were also pre- 
sented by the president to five Thunder Bay organiza- 
tions who provided services and donated thousands of 
dollars worth of medical equipment and supplies so 
desperately needed in Ukraine. These organizations are: 
Erb Transport Limited, Shoppers Home Health Care, 
Holy Protection Millennium, Home, Home Hardware 
Building Centre and St. Joseph’s Care Group. 

A draw for four prizes donated by Sylvia Gratta, 
Eleanor Romanick and Mark Zurevinsky were won by: 
Anna Huk, Dr. George Gwozdecky, Bohdan Stachiw 
and Maurice Probizanski. 

An informative film was presented (Eye Witness 
Account of the Chornoby] Explosion). 

The evening activities were concluded with Russell 
Romanick thanking the parish priests for celebrating 
the memorial prayer service. 

Fr. Bohdan Slipyj recited the closing prayer. 


NATO and GUAM countries hold 
firm at CFE treaty review conference 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The OSCE’s Conference to 
Review the Operation of the Treaty on Conventional 
Forces in Europe (CFE) ended on June 2 in Vienna with 
a tactical success for the West. The NATO and GUAM 
countries (Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Moldova) 
thwarted Russia’s goal to trigger the ratification of the 
1999-adapted CFE treaty at the expense of several coun- 
tries in Europe’s East. However, the consensus among 
NATO countries’ delegations was less than iron-clad. 

Russia wants the treaty brought into force in hopes 
of gaining a voice regarding the U.S. or NATO force 
posture between the Baltic and Black Seas. At the same 
time, Moscow refuses to fulfill some of its 1999 Istanbul 
Commitments, which form an integral part of the 
adapted treaty. The outstanding issues include the un- 
lawful stationing of Russian troops in Moldova; 
Russia’s retention of the Gudauta base in Georgia; and 
arsenals of Russian-delivered, treaty-banned weaponry 
(“unaccounted-for treaty-limited equipment” ог TLE) 
in Transnistria, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, as well as 
Karabakh and nearby districts in Azerbaijan. 

The United States, NATO, and the GUAM group con- 
tinue to insist that the adapted CFE treaty’s ratification 
is conditional on Russia’ fulfillment of its Istanbul Com- 
mitments within the treaty package. The linkage holds 
out an incentive to Russia to carry out those commit- 
ments regarding Moldova, Georgia, and Azerbaijan. 
That incentive would disappear if Western countries 
were to abandon the linkage and proceed to ratify the 
treaty. For its part, Moscow focuses on breaking that 
linkage and it sought to use this Review Conference 
toward that goal. 


During the deliberations, Russia’s delegation insisted 
on retaining the troops in Moldova on the excuse that 
they serve as “peacekeepers” and guard the vast am- 
munition stockpiles there. It claimed, moreover, that 
the troops are stationed there under bilateral arrange- 
ments with Moldova. The Russian delegation invoked 
again the “peacekeeping” excuse for retaining the 
Gudauta base, which is located in Abkhaz-controlled 
territory (more accurately, in territory handed by the 
Russian military to its Abkhaz proxies). The Russian 
side declined altogether to discuss the issue of unac- 
counted-for treaty-limited equipment in the hands of 
secessionist forces. 

Russia’s chief delegate to the conference, Anatoly 
Antonov, claimed that all those outstanding issues were 
beyond the scope of the adapted CFE treaty and that 
Moscow had completely fulfilled all of its obligations 
under that treaty. Antonov, head of the arms control 
directorate of Russia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
warned obliquely that Russia might withdraw from the 
original 1990 CFE Treaty, if the adapted treaty is not 
brought into force. 

The caucus of NATO member countries at the con- 
ference experienced some strain when a few delega- 
tions attempted to dilute the language of NATO’s col- 
lective draft final document. That attempt focused on 
loosening the linkage between ratification of the treaty 
by the state parties and fulfillment of the force-with- 
drawal commitments by Russia. 

The GUAM countries supported each other and as- 
sociated themselves with NATO’s collective position 
throughout the conference. In the event, their joint 
stance emerged strengthened from this conference. 
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UNA concludes | 
36th Convention 


(UNA Press Committee)— The Ukrainian National Association held its 
36th Regular Convention at its mountaintop estate, Soyuzivka, near 
Kerhonkson, N.Y. on May 26-29, with 96 delegates and 17 members and 
honorary members of the General Assembly participating. 

The convention re-elected the three full-time executive officers of the 
UNA: President Stefan Kaczaraj (Budd Lake, N.J.), National Secretary 
Christine E. Kozak (Rutherford, N.J.) and Treasurer Roma Lisovich (Union, 
N.J.). 

Elected to fill the other three posts of the UNA Executive Committee, 
which are volunteer positions, were: First Vice-President Zenon Holubec 
(Parma, Ohio), Second Vice-President Michael Koziupa (Cedar Knolls, 
N.J.) and Director for Canada Myron Groch (Founthill, Ont.). 

Delegates also elected three new members of the UNA Auditing Com- 
mittee: Slavko Tysiak (West Sand Lake, N.Y.), Wasyl Szeremeta 
(Huntingdon Valley, Pa.) and Vasyl Luchkiw (New City, N.Y.). 

Elected to serve as advisors on the General Assembly were (in order of 
votes received): Maya Lew (New York), Gloria Horbaty (Wallingford, 
Conn.), Nicholas Fil (Latham, N.Y.), Eugene Oscislawski (Flemington, 
N.J.), Myron Pylypiak (Kent, Wash.), Olya Czerkas (St. Petersburg, Fla.), 
Al Kachkowski (Saskatoon), Paul Prinko (Philadelphia), Bohdan 
Kukurudza (Chicago), Eugene Serba (Mount Laurel, N.J.) and Serguei 
Djoula (Montreal). 

The new General Assembly officially begins its term of office on July 1. 

The convention was opened on May 26, with a brief ceremony at the 
foot of Soyuzivka’s monument to Taras Shevchenko, bard of Ukraine and 
patron of the UNA. President Kaczaraj opened the proceedings by under- 
scoring that “unity and collegiality were always cornerstones in the lead- 
ership of our fraternal insurance association.” He exhorted the delegates, 
who represented branches throughout the United States and Canada, to 
“openly and responsibly” discuss issues, while working “as a closely knit 
family devoted to common goals.” 

The convention was conducted by its elected chairman, Taras Szmagala 
Sr. (Brecksville, Ohio), and two vice-chairmen, Vasyl Kolodchin (War- 
ren, Mich.) and Michael Sawkiw Jr. (Washington D.C.). 

On the first day of deliberations, delegates heard addenda to the written 
reports of General Assembly members, as well as those of the editors-in- 
chief of Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, the UNA’s official publica- 
tions. The morning session that day was addressed by Frederick Grubbe, 
president of the National Fraternal Congress of America, who spoke on 
the state of the fraternal benefit system. 

The next day’s agenda included discussions of proposed changes to the 
UNA By-Laws and Manuals, as well as a presentation by Treasurer 
Lisovich on “Development Plans for Soyuzivka” and the recently created 
Soyuzivka Heritage Foundation, which envisions the estate as a prime 
venue for Ukrainian cultural and educational programs. 

“The Status of the UNA in Canada” also was a topic of discussion, with 
speakers pointing to the potential for the UNA’s growth in that country, 
home to more than 1 million people of Ukrainian origin. 

Greetings to the Ukrainian National Association and its members were 
offered on May 28, at the convention concert by Ukraine’s consul general 
in New York, Mykola Kyrychenko, and at the convention banquet by Dr. 
Viktor O. Nikitiuk, minister-counselor of the Embassy of Ukraine. 

Many representatives of major Ukrainian organizations attended the gala 
banquet in recognition of the significant role played by the UNA — the 
oldest and largest Ukrainian fraternal organization — in the life of the 
Ukrainian community. 

The convention also received greetings from U.S. President George W. 
Bush, members of the U.S. Congress, Ukraine’s diplomats in the U.S., 
Ukrainian Church leaders, and leaders of Ukrainian organizations and in- 
stitutions in the United States, Canada and Ukraine. 

The final day of the convention, May 29, was devoted to reports by 
convention committees, adoption of resolutions and recommendations, a 
discussion on “UNA: Shaping the Future” and the swearing-in of the new 
General Assembly. 

The 36th Regular Convention of the UNA — whose theme was “UNA: 
Ukrainians United” — was adjourned after final remarks by President 
Kaczaraj who urged: “Let us be together for the next four years — I with 
you, and you with me.” 


Omeljan Pritsak, noted Ukrainian 
studies scholar, dead at 87 


Omeljan Pritsak, a Harvard University professor and scholar of Ukrai- 
nian studies, has died, reports The Associated Press. 

Pritsak died of complications from heart disease on May 29 at Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital in Boston, Peter T. Woloschuk, a spokesman 
for the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, said June 3. He was 87. 

The historian and linguist maintained that the study of Ukraine was 
crucial because the country straddled the boundary between western and 
eastern cultures. Pritsak advocated for Ukrainian studies as a legitimate 
academic endeavor distinct from Russian studies. 

He founded the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute and helped estab- 
lish endowed chairs of Ukrainian studies. Pritsak served as the research 
institute’s first director, a post he kept for almost 20 years. 

Pritsak was born April 7, 1919, in Luka, Ukraine, and learned to speak 
12 languages. He joined the Harvard faculty as a professor of linguistics 
and Turkology in 1964. 

In Cambridge, Pritsak became known for his exuberant energy and was 
nicknamed “The Tornado” by his staff. During his career, he wrote more 
than 500 books, articles and scholarly works. 

Pritsak is survived by his wife Larysa Hvozdik Pritsak; his daughter, 
Irene Pritsak; and two grandchildren. 


Ha відкриттю виставка в Баня Луці під назвою "Впізнаймося щоб 
краще розумілися". 


"Впізнаймося щоб 
краще розумілися" 


Олга Павлешен 

В організації Української матиці PC, за ініціятиви i намаганням 
покійного пароха Прняворського, протоєрея ставрофора о. Петра 
Овада, та фахову допомогу митця Владислава Дацешина, 1 червня у 
просторах Союзу національних меншин в Баня Луці, відкрито виставку 
під назвою "Впізнаймося щоб краще розумілися". Виставка органі- 
зована у співпраці з Українською асоціяцією Світ культури- Прнявор 
та Українським духовним центром - Прнявор. 

На цю своєрідну ретроспективну презентацію духовного та 
громадського життя Українців Прняворської парафії, та загально 
нашого буття на цих просторах, прибуло велике число зацікавлених 
не тільки Українців але й інших народів і народностей нашого 
оточення. 

Вступну принагідну промову відкриття виставки, виголосив голо- 
вуючий Української матиці др. Евгеній Павлешен. Він привітав всіх 
присутніх, а окремо представників властей, помічника міністра 
просвіти та культури Республіки Сербської, Грену Солдат, та голову 
відділу для національних меншин міста Баня Лука пана Владіміра 
Джукеліча, родину покійного о. Овада, членів Українських а так і 
товариств других народностей, та інформаційних медій. Рівночасно 
подякував усім що причинилися до відкриття цієї виставки. 

До присутніх звернувся вітальним словом президент Української 
асоціяції Світ культури пан Грегорій Овад, син покійного о. Петра 
Овада. 

Про зміст самої виставки говорила Івана Репчек. 

Першу частину виставки складають вибрані експонати із україн- 
ського Етно релігійного музею, одинокого на просторах Боснії, що 
його у місті Прнявор при парохії заснував о. Петро Овад, та пильно 
доповняв і хоронив від забуття наше 110 літне існування на просторах 
Боснії. Це є: : 

* мистецьки оздоблене Евангеліє подароване від добродіїв із Львова 
для нової Прняворської української церкви 1910 року, 

» старинна плащаниця із нашої церкви у Дервенті, розмальована 
олійними фарбами на шкірі, мистецької вартости, із початку ХХ 
століття, 

«старі українські одяги цілковито ручної вироби, на лянному полотні 
домашньої роботи, прикрашені вишиттям чудових яскравих взірців, 

» ручно ткані настільники скатерті хатної роботи, та вишивані 
рушники із креативним багатством взірців, 

* експонати української різьби на дереві, 

українська кераміка, великодні розмальовані яйця, та інше. 

Другу частину виставки складають фотографії поскладані тема- 
тично, які переважно висвітлюють діяльність прняворської парохії із 
сестрами Василіянками, протягом надзвічайно плідної 25 літньої 
душпастерської праці о. Петра Овада у Прняаворі. Тут треба сказати, 

що у більшій частині діяльности о. Овада у прняворській парафії, були 
дуже неспріятливі обставини та тяжкі наслідки жорстокої боснійської 
війни, та і не легкі повоєнні часи. 

На фотографіях бачимо: 

будову і висвячення українського Духовного центру в Прняворі, 

- будову, відновлення та ремонт старих церков у Селешчу, 
Сердовіцях, Расавцю, Брдянах, Детляку, Дервенті, 

- будову i висвячення Храму Преображення у Прняворі, насильно 
зруйнованого у останній Боснійській війні, 

- святкування 1000 ліття хрещення Русі України, в Прняворі, 

* святкування 100 ліття доселення Українців в Боснії, в Прняворі, 
* перебування дітей Чорнобиля у Прняворі для оздоровлення, 

- поїздка на Україну "Стежками батьків", 

поїздки на Україну дітей із Боснії підчас боснійської війни, 

- українська літня школа 2000 - 2005 у Духовному центрі, Прнявор 
 принагідні картки до Різдвяних та Великодніх свят. 

Окрема частина виставки це фотографії із приватного, родинного 


життя, блаженної пам'яті пок. о. П. Овада, та похорон його тлінних 
останків. 


На цілу виставку Українців і присутніх оглядачів дивиться пильно 
портрет Тараса Шевченка, різблений в дереві, оквітчаний традиційно 
вишиваним рушником. 

Вечір відкриття Виставки закінчився приємно у товариському 
настрої, та із піснею яку провели гості із Прнявора. 
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Директор KIYCy вшанований 
Харківським університетом 


Володимир Кравченко, 
Харківський національний університет 

(КТУС)- -26 травня на засіданні Вченої Ради від- 
булася урочиста церемонія з нагоди вручення дирек-- 
тору Канадського інституту українських студій, д- 
ру Зенону Є. Когуту диплома почесного доктора 
Харківського національного університету імені В. 
Н. Каразіна. Таким чином відзначено великий нау-- 
ковий доробок Зенона Когута в галузі вивчення 
історії України, українсько-російських стосунків 
ранньомодерної доби, а також його видатні заслуги 
в галузі організації українських студій, розвитку 
сучасного українознавства на Заході та в Україні, 
зокрема в Харківському університеті. 

У 1999 р. Зенон Когут ініціював відкриття Прог- 
рами імені Ковальських, спрямованої на підтримку 
та розвиток сучасного українознавства на Сході 
України. Організаційним осередком програми було 
обрано Харківський університет, а її координатором 
став професор, завідувач кафедри українознавства 
Володимир Кравченко. Наслідком цього стало 
створення при Харківському університеті в 2000 р. 
Східного інституту українознавства імені Коваль- 
ських, який почав розробку та втілення в життя 
низки науково-організаційних проектів, що мають 
довгостроковий характер. 

Серед них, зокрема, створення Запорозького 
осередку Інституту на чолі з професором Анатолієм 
Бойком, видання наукового щорічника "Схід-Захід/, 
що вважається нині одним із кращих сучасних 
наукових видань в Україні, проведення щорічного 
конкурсу студентських наукових робіт імені Ко- 
вальських, а також низки щорічних міжнародних 
конференцій, симпозіумів, семінарів, які підтвер- 
джують репутацію Харкова як одного з центрів 
наукового модерного українознавства. 

Вшанування Зенона Когута дипломом почесного 
доктора Харківського університету можна вважати 
одним із свідчень успіху Програми імені Коваль- 
ських, її потрібності та корисності для університету 
та регіону, перспективності її подальшого розвитку. 
Принаймні, саме так розцінив цю подію доктор 
Зенон Когут у своїй гратуляційній промові. Список 
відомих істориків, почесних членів Харківського 


Д-р Зенон Когут 


університету включає в себе імена A.-JI. Шлецера, 
М. М. Карамзіна, Ш. Левека, Й.-Х. Енгеля; 
почесними докторами свого часу було обрано М. С. 
Грушевського, І. Я. Франка, О. Я. Єфіменко. 
Символічно, що Вчена Рада Харківського універ- 
ситету, вшановуючи Зенона Когута званням по- 
чесного доктора, одночасно прийняла рішення про 
створення в університеті нового структурного 
підрозділу - Науково-дослідного центру українських 
студій імені Дмитра Багалія. Таким чином напе- 
редодні 150-річного ювілею Дмитра Багалія в 2007 
р. відроджується одна з кращих сторінок історії ук- 
раїнської науки, пов'язаної з діяльністю академіч- 
ного Інституту історії української культури імені 
Дмитра Багалія в 20-х роках минулого століття. 


Письменники з Одеси проти 
російської "регіональної" 


Петро Каландирець, Радіо Свобода 

Члени Одеського обласного відділення Націо-- 
нальної спілки письменників погрожують довго-- 
строковими страйками і голодуванням, якщо облас-- 
на рада надасть російській мові статус регіональної. 

Якщо облрада ухвалить це рішення, ініційоване 
фракціями Партії регіонів i "Народної опозиції", 
вона користуватиметься практично рів-ними 
правами з державною - українською. 

Одеські письменники висловлюють побоювання, 
що такий крок витіснить українську мову з ділового 
вживання, услід за чим почнуться літературні pen— 
ресії. Письменники вимагають від вищого держав-- 
ного керівництва - Президента і Верховної Ради — 
накласти 30-річний мораторій на мовне питання. 

Вірогідність надання в Одеській області росій- 
ській мові статусу регіональної украй велика, 
оскільки більшість в обласній раді складають Партія 
регіонів та її політичні союзники. 

На думку членів Одеської обласної організації 
Національної Спілки письменників України, "в 
регіоні російській мові ніщо не загрожує. Тут 
внаслідок кількасотлітньої колоніальної політики 
російського царизму, яку продовжили в мовно-куль- 
турній сфері комуністичні диктатори, на сьогодні 
склалась ситуація, коли необхідно захищати укра- 
їнську мову, яка позбавлена елементарних умов для 
нормального функціонування в державних устано- 
вах, у сфері науки, освіти і культури. 

Українській мові оголошена війна на її ж території 
- справедливо було зазначено під час обговорення 
цієї гострої теми за "круглим столом", організова- 
ним нещодавно товариством "Просвіта". 

Ініціаторами лінгвоциту виступають політики, які 
мають упродовж найближчих п'яти років визначати 
курс держави і її закони, вони хочуть позбавити 
історичної пам'яті мільйони носіїв української мови, 
денаціоналізувати..." 


Рада Одеської організації Національної спілки 
письменників України заявила рішучий протест і 
поставила перед прокуратурою України вимогу про 
опротестування рішень органів місцевого 
самоврядування щодо запровадження регіональної 
мови. 

“Mu попереджаємо депутатів Одеської облради 
про неприпустимість запровадження на території 
області регіональної мови. Ми будемо захищати 
українську мову від будь-яких зазіхань на її 
державний статус і вільний розвиток в усіх сферах 
життя українського народу усіма конституційними 
засобами. Ми закликаємо громадські 1 національно- 
патріотичні організації виступити спільно з 
письменниками на захист мови титульної нації",- 
йдеться у Заяві Ради Одеської обласної організації 
Національної спілки письменників України. 

Знаний в Україні поет Іван Драч вважає, що 
рішення про так званий регіональний статус росій- 
ської мови на Півдні і Сході країни ухвалюють "не 
без підтримки з боку російського сусіда". 

Іван Драч: - По перше, Путін відчув себе впли- 
вовим політиком. Він відчуває, що в Україні безлад- 
дя. У Президента зменшені повноваження, Верхов- 
ної Ради як такої немає. І ось ці атаки - від мовних 
суверенітетів до "Сі Бризу" кримського - це вже дії 
з боку Росії. Пробують на міцність Україну і очіку- 
ють її реакції на усі ці події. Це елементарна пере- 
вірка сил. 

Ігор Столяров: - Чи на належному рівні реагує 
на рішення рад щодо статусу російської мови укра- 
їнська влада? 

Іван Драч: - На жаль, влада дуже слабенька. Ми, 
як громадськість, збираємося 16 червня проводити 
постійно діюче українське ВІЧЕ. Розпочнемо його 
в Українському Домі. З усіх кінців України будуть 
з'їжджатися люди. Ми готуємо народ до великого 
активного спротиву цим діям. 
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Shell to search for oil, gas|Naftogaz takes $200 min 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Shell Exploration Company 
B.V. will go ahead with a $100 million investment to 
start immediately searching for crude oil and natural 
gas in the Ukrainian soil, according to an agreement 
signed June 8. 

Shell and Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national oil and 
gas company, signed the agreement that may help 
Ukraine to quickly increase production of natural gas 
by about 10%, reducing dependence on gas imports. 

“We want Shell to start actively operating in 
Ukraine,” President Viktor Yushchenko said June 8 join- 
ing the ceremony of signing the agreement during his 
two-day visit to the Netherlands. 

The agreement is the second major deal over the past 
two months opening the country’s energy sector to for- 
eign investors. In April, the government selected Vanco 
Energy, an independent U.S. oil company, to explore 
for oil and gas at a Black Sea off-shore field that may 
generate up to $2 billion in investments, officials said. 

The developments underscore Ukraine’s attempts to 
develop domestic oil and gas sector and to reduce de- 
pendence on Russian energy imports amid fears that 
Moscow has been using its energy monopoly for po- 
litical pressure. 

During the next three years, Shell will focus its ex- 
ploration effort on 31,000 sq km area between 
Dnipropetrovsk and Donetsk that is already operated 
by Naftogaz. 

But Shell will bring in technology that will try to 
reach oil and gas at the depth of between 6,000 meters 
to 7,000 meters where Naftogaz hasn’t so far been able 
to recover the resources. 

Industry analysts said three gas wells that will prob- 
ably be drilled by Shell may quickly generate up to 2 
billion cubic meters of natural gas annually. This would 
effectively boost by 10% Ukraine’s current natural gas 
output. 

Shell will own 50% of resources that will be extracted 
from the wells it drills, while the government will ob- 


tain important seismic information from the sites of 
the drilling, Naftogaz said. 

Ukraine counts on its off-shore and on-shore gas de- 
posits as it seeks to boost its gas output to 30 billion cu 
m annually within the next several years, up from about 
20 billion cu m/year currently, according to Prime Min- 
ister Yuriy Yekhanurov. 

Ukraine has so far been relying on Russia and 
Turkmenistan for purchasing about 56 billion cu m of 
gas annually to meet domestic demand of about 76 bil- 
lion cu m/year. 

But following a brief stand-off with Russia in Janu- 
ary, when Gazprom has completely cut gas supplies to 
Ukraine, the government decided to implement energy 
conservation to reduce the country’s gas consumption 
to 50 billion cu m/year by 2030. 

Ukraine’s explored reserves of natural gas have been 
estimated at about 1 trillion cu па, while total reserves 
could be as high as 5 trillion cu m of gas, Ukrainian 
geologists have said. The figures, however, rely on re- 
search made decades ago during the time of the former 
Soviet Union. 

Rien Herber, the exploration director of Shell Ex- 
ploration and Production in Europe, and Шуа 
Rybchych, the head of Naftogaz’s gas extraction arm, 
signed the agreement. 

Shell also signed a memorandum with Naftogaz on 
access to Ukraine’s gas transportation network and 
guaranteed transit of natural gas it extracts via the Ukrai- 
nian gas pipelines. 

Later in the day, Yushchenko, at the headquarters of 
Royal Dutch Shell in The Hague, met Jeroen van der 
Veer, the president of the Anglo-Dutch company, for 
undisclosed talks, according to pisces S press ser- 
vice. 


Generating electricity from Carpathian rapids 


By Svitlana Kaletnyk, Kyiv Weekly, June 7, 2006 

Ukraine has launched its first high-pressure mini hy- 
droelectric station (mini-HES) in the Trans-Carpathian 
village of Bilyn. The station is powered by white-wa- 
ter rapids from the Carpathian Mountains. 

According to experts’ estimates, the station will gen- 
erate 630 kilowatts of energy per hour, which will pro- 
vide electricity to more than 200 homes in the village. 
One more function of the hydroelectric station is regu- 
lating the flow of water in order to ensure protection 
from flooding. 

Andriy Kazakoy, the head of this project, asserts that 
a hundred of such stations will fully supply Zakarpattia 
with its own electricity. Besides that, this source of 
energy does not pollute the environment. 

Despite the project’s bright future, at this point it 
cannot be implemented over the entire territory of 
Zakarpattia due to a lack of financing. The mini-HES 
will be launched in phases. Another six stations of this 
kind will be built over the next three years. The con- 
struction of each one of them will cost approximately 
3.9 mln euro. 

Lowering of the price of electricity for the oblast resi- 


dents is not planned at the moment. “Electricity prices 
may be lowered when the oblast will be able to pro- 
duce electricity for this region at full capacity,” said 
Vasyl Kovach, General Director of Zakarpattia 
OblEnergo. 

The Zakarpattia region of Ukraine has the greatest 
hydroelectric power resources in the country. At this 
point there are only three local hydroelectric stations 
supplying 7% of the electricity the region requires. 

Approximately 1,000 mini hydroelectric stations 
were operating in Ukraine in the 1960’s. 
DniproHidroEnergo says around 50 mini HES are cur- 
rently operating in Ukraine with a total capacity of 90 
MwWt. й 

Approximately 100 mini HES with a total capacity 
of 30 MWt can be built. Currently, there are 420 sta- 
tions not in operation. 

In the state program supporting the development of 
alternative and renewable energy sources, mini HES 
and heat and power engineering, it is noted that the 
hydroelectric potential of small rivers in Ukraine is 2.4 
mln kWt, while the technically attainable level is 1.7 
min kWt. 


Raiffeisen sells UKrainian bank to OTP 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Raiffeisen International Bank- 
Holding, the largest foreign lender in the former Soviet 
Union, said June 1 it had agreed to sell one of its Ukrai- 
nian banks for 650 million euros to OTP of Hungary. 

The deal, which ends three months of talks, was 
reached after the Hungarian bank had agreed to dra- 
matically increase the price highlighting its eagerness 
to enter the Ukrainian market. 

The deal, which is yet to be approved by regulators 
in Hungary and Ukraine, is the latest in а wave of high- 
profile acquisitions of local banks by foreign banks. 

It will bring to 12 the number of foreign banks oper- 
ating in Ukraine with OTP joining the ranks of BNP 
Paribas, Credit Agricole, Calyon Bank, ING Bank, 
Citibank and others that have set their foothold in the 
country. 

Raiffeisen, which currently owns two banks in 
Ukraine, has been selling a smaller bank, 
Raiffeisenbank Ukraine, or RBU, after realizing that 
costs of its merger with a bigger unit, Raiffeisen Bank 
Aval, would be significant. 

Raiffeisen acquired 93.5% in Aval Bank, Ukraine’s 
No. 2 bank in terms of assets, for about $1.03 billion in 
October 2005, seeking to expand on a robustly grow- 
ing segment of retail banking. 

RBU, Ukraine’s No. 7 bank by assets, was launched 
by Raiffeisen in 1998 and had been mostly focusing 
on corporate clients, but last year expanded to control 


5% of the mortgage market. RBU controls $1.47 bil- 
lion in assets and operates 39 branches. 

In U.S. dollar terms, OTP has agreed to pay about 
$835 million for RBU, which is а 67% premium to $500 
million that had been apparently originally discussed 
between the banks, according to an industry source. 

However, on May 10 Raiffeisen suddenly announced 
it was postponing the sell-off until the end of May, ap- 
parently indicating the talks with OTP have stalled over 
the price. 

“The Hungarians overpaid at least $150 million,” 
Vyacheslav Yutkin, the president of NRB-Ukraine, a 
subsidiary of a big Russian bank, told Kommersant 
daily. “They take a big risk,” he said suggesting RBU’s 
clients may switch their accounts to Raiffeisen Bank 
Aval. 

OTP, which controls 19.8 billion euros in assets, has 
been quickly expanding in Eastern Europe and now 
has branches in Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, Serbia and 
Slovakia. The bank reported more than 600 million 
euros in profits last year. 

OTP has earlier this year unsuccessfully tried to buy 
two other big Ukrainian banks, UkrSotsBank and 
UkrSibbank, and most recently had been also studying 
books of TAS-Kommertsbank. 

UkrSotsBank is now being acquired by Banca Intesa 
of Italy, while the 51% stake in UkrSibbank has been 
purchased by BNP Paribas. 


loan to repay gas debt 


(RIA Novosti) - Naftogaz, Ukraine’s national oil and gas company, se- 
cured a loan to repay its $600 million debt to trading company 
RosUkrEnergo, the country’s fuel and energy minister said Time 14. 

Rosukrenergo, a Russian-Swiss joint venture and the sole supplier of 
Russian and Central Asian gas to Ukraine, was the key company in a deal 
to end a bitter price row early this year between Ukraine and Russia. 

“Naftogaz has secured the first tranche of the $200 million loan to re- 
pay its debt to RosUkrEnergo,” Ivan Plachkov said. “I think the money 
has already been transferred.” 

РіаспКоу said Naftogaz was planning to secure another loan worth $300 
million. He also said Naftogaz and RosUkrEnergo had agreed on restruc- 
turing older debts worth $100 million. 

The minister said Naftogaz’ total debt for natural gas stood at $700 
million. 


Ukrainian government to 
double gas prices as of July 


(RFE/RL)— Ukraine’s Cabinet of Ministers has decided to increase the 
gas price for individual consumers to 414 hryvnias ($82) per 1,000 cubic 
meters as of July 1, up from an average of 220 hryvnias at present, the 
“Ukrayinska pravda” website reported, quoting Energy Minister Ivan 
Plachkov. 

“The decision in principle has been made, while the differentiation of 
tariffs is yet to be discussed by us,” Plachkou added. 

This year the government already raised gas tariffs for the population 
and corporate consumers by 25 percent as of May. 

A gas supply deal between the Ukrainian government and Russia’s 
Gazprom in January increased the gas price for Ukraine from $50 to $95 
per 1,000 cubic meters. 

Gazprom officials have indicated that this price may be revised upward 
as of July. 


Business Briefs 


Ukraine to boost transit rate 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine will charge Russia greater tariffs for moy- 
ing its gas to consumers in Europe if Russia presses with the gas price 
hike for Ukraine on July 1, Economy Minister Arseniy Yatseniuk said, 
June 7. The comments are the first made by a government official warn- 
ing that the Russian-Ukrainian gas supply agreement signed in January 
will be de-facto cancelled should Russia press with the price hike. 


Ukraine to check quality of Russian gas 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine has been working on setting up special 
measuring stations across the country to monitor quality of natural gas 
that is supplied from Russia, Economy Minister Arseniy Yatseniuk said, 
June 9. The ministry suspects the quality of gas has not been good enough 
that forces Ukraine to purchase more gas to produce the same amount of 
power of hot water for the heating system. 


EADS in talks over An-70 


(Ukrainian Journal)—European Aeronautic Defense and Space Co, or 
EADS, the world’s second-largest aerospace company, has been seeking 
cooperation with Ukrainian developers of the An-70 aircraft, an industry 
executive said June 1. EADS, which co-owns Airbus Industrie, has been 
working for years to develop a similar A400 military transport aircraft, 
but had apparently run into technical problems inflating its costs. 


NBU lowers discount rate 

(Ukrainian Journal)—The National Bank of Ukraine on June 7 cut key 
interest rates for the first time in 3.5 years seeking to boost the economy 
that has been already showing signs of acceleration. The action cuts the 
discount rate, the rate at which the central bank lends money to commer- 
cial banks, by 100 basis points to 8.5% from 9.5%. The new rate will be in 
effect from June 10, the NBU said. 


Honda establishes subsidiary 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Honda Motor Europe Ltd. announced June 2 it had 
established a fully-owned subsidiary in Ukraine, with the aim of driving 
sales of Honda products in the country. Honda Ukraine LLC, or HUA, 
will deal with the import and wholesale of automobiles, power equipment 
and parts in Ukraine, a market which is expected to expand significantly 
as a result of predicted economic growth. HUA, which will employ 30 
workers, is expected to start business from the end of July. 


Vimpelcom withdraws bid 

(Ukrainian Journal)— Vimpelcom, Russia’s No. 2 cell phone company, 
on June 8 withdrew its $5 billion bid for Kyivstar, a Ukrainian operator, 
dashing hopes for an end to a war between Russian and Norwegian share- 
holders. Telenor of Norway and Alfa Group of Russia have been holding 
talks since February trying to define which of these companies will de- 
facto control the to-be-created cell phone giant. 


China unit wins furnace bid 

(XFN-ASIA)—Minmetals Development Co Ltd says its subsidiary, China 
Minmetal Co Ltd, has won the bidding to build pulverized coal injection 
systems worth US$27.1 min for Ukraine’s steel producer Nyich Co. Ac- 
cording to its June 12 statement, China Minmetal will build pulverized 
coal injection systems for five Nyich steel plant furnaces within three years. 
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By Kevin Ashby 

(UEFA)—The star name of the UEFA European Un- 
der-21 Championship proved the star attraction in the 
final as Klaas Jan Huntelaar scored twice to see off 
Ukraine and earn the Netherlands a first crown at this 
level, June 4. 

Comparisons with the Dutch team that recovered 
from an opening defeat to vanquish the Soviet Union 
in the final of EURO 788 are obvious, and for Van 
Basten read Huntelaar. The AFC Ajax forward scored 
with a neat finish in the eleventh minute and from the 
penalty spot in the 43rd before Nicky Hofs added gloss 
with four minutes of added time played. The Nether- 
lands will defend their title on home soil next summer, 
when Ukraine will hope to again be among the eight 
finalists after a sterling performance on their tourna- 
ment debut in Portugal. 

As predicted by coach Foppe de Haan, midfield 
motor Demy de Zeeuw overcame a groin strain to take 
his place in a Netherlands team unchanged for the third 
match in succession. Unlike the side beaten by Ukraine 
on the opening day of the tournament, this was a Dutch 
selection imbibed with a winning spirit and within 20 
seconds left-back Urby Emanuelson had drilled a crisp 
shot into the midriff of Andriy Pyatov. 

Opposite coach Olexiy Mykhaylychenko again 
proved himself the master of the unpredictable by drop- 
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до &@ onship action in the June 1 semi-final defeat of Serbia 
and Montenegro. The midfield player had a busy start, 
having a powerful drive deflected before taking part in 
a sweeping one-touch Ukraine move which concluded 
with Artem Milevskiy rolling in Taras Mikhalik whose 
low shot was well saved by the advancing Kenneth 
Vermeer. 

Having gone so close to wresting the early advan- 
tage, Ukraine found themselves behind as semi-final 
hero Hofs played a long crossfield ball over Olexandr 
Yatsenko which Huntelaar controlled beautifully be- 
fore dispatching a low shot beyond Руаїоу. Ukraine 
responded in kind, Godin curling a corner to Dmytro 
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By Patrick Hart 

(UEFA)— Ukraine have reached the UEFA European 
Under-21 Championship final after defeating Serbia and 
Montenegro 5-4 on penalties following a thrilling 0-0 
draw. Milan Purovic’s miss proved costly as the shoot- 
out ended in a sudden-death situation, in Madrid June 
1. Olexiy Mykhaylychenko’s men, whose national an- 
them translates as ‘Ukraine is not yet dead’, lived to 
fight another day. 

In a reflection of the first half, Serbia and Montenegro 
threatened the early breakthrough. First, Purovic raced 
between Ukraine’s centre-backs to latch on to a lofted 
pass from the left by Nenad Milijas, and from just in- 
side the penalty area, lobbed centimetres wide with goal- 
keeper Andriy Pyatov beaten. A similar move followed, 
only from the right, with Dusan Basta’s long ball being 
perfectly weighted for Purovic to touch with his instep, 
over the keeper, but again narrowly off target. 

The sad contrast for Ukraine was the sight of lead- 
ing scorer Artem Milevskiy, always a languid figure, 
labouring with a back injury. Milevskiy still found space 
to angle a beautiful ball which Ruslan Fomin met with 
a diagonal run and flicked against the legs of goalkeeper 
Vladimir Stojkovic. That, however, was his last con- 
tribution. 

It seemed a Serbo-Montenegrin ploy to win left-wing 
free-kicks and after one such set-piece had been half- 
cleared, a cross was whipped in from the other flank 
by Basta for Purovic to head against a defender and 
over. Then Milijas menaced, running through midfield, 
via a one-two with Milos Krasic, and rifling over from 
30 metres. He would go closer yet with a free-kick near 
to half-time. 

Delivery was also key when Adrian Pukanych’s left- 
sided centre prompted pinball in the Serbo-Montenegrin 
back line. While the Balkan side asked more questions, 
Fomin, assisted by lively substitute Olexiy Godin, an- 
swered the one about his team’s ability to cope without 
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Netherlands blank 
Ukraine in 021 final 


Chygrynskiy who used his considerable height to plant 
a bullet header against the base of Vermeer’s post in 
the 15th minute. 


The woodwork again came to the goalkeeper’s res- 
cue soon after, as Godin’s curled free-kick skimmed 
behind off the upright. Those efforts were to prove the 
Ukrainian highlights of a first half in which the Neth- 
erlands assumed total control. Huntelaar went close to 
doubling his tally with an audacious flick from 
Emanuelson’s low centre before doing just that after 
Olexandr Yatsenko deliberately handled Ismail Aissati’s 
cross from the right under pressure from the AFC Ajax 
forward, who stepped up to send Pyatov the wrong way 
from the spot. 

- The Jong Oranje had allowed France to fight back 
from an identical situation three days earlier before re- 
covering to snatch victory in extra time, and again had 
to survive a nervous second half as the fresh legs of 
Maxym Feschuk and Olexandr Aliyev brought Ukraine 
fresh impetus. Feschuk curled a neat shot narrowly over 
and Aliyev elicited a superb fingertip save from the 
excellent Vermeer in between Yevgen Cheberyachko 
firing wastefully wide after the balletic footwork of 
Milevskiy had created the opportunity. 

Hofs, with a scuffed attempt, and Castelen’s rasping 
drive ensured the traffic was not all of the one-way 
variety although Vermeer had to be first alert and then 
brave to smother efforts from Aliyev and Chygrynskiy, 
while the substitute also blazed over after a marvel- 
lous corner in which three players in succession dum- 
mied the ball to carve out an opening. Had Huntelaar 
been wearing blue rather than orange perhaps the des- 
tination of the trophy would have been different, some- 
thing that was never in doubt following Olaxandr 
Romanchuck’s second yellow card in the 76th minute 
and Hofs’s close-range finish as the celebrations were 
about to begin. 


Penalty drama goes Ukraine’s way 


Milevskiy, drawing a foul from, and yellow card for, 
blue-shirted totem Milan Bisevac. 

This was a match befitting its location, an ultra~-mod- 
ern bowl of a stadium, out of town and out of context 
with the surrounding countryside. These countries had 
not been expected to be here either, but such was 
progress. When Grigoriy Yarmash surged down the 
right following the restart, Ukraine almost made their 
mark in Aveiro, Pukanych shooting into the sidenetting. 

Milijas then took the introduction of a midfield rival 
in Olexandr Aliyev as his cue to launch a strike at 
Руаїоу. Aliyev responded with a free-kick from the 
byline which fell for Olexandr Maksymoy, free in the 
area, to fire over. A more inviting opportunity arrived 
on 67 minutes but Ukraine’s Taras Mikhalik shot in 
haste. Yet Ukrainian superiority was short-lived. 
Branislav Ivanovic nodded a Milijas corner against 
Pyatoy. Ригоуіс" was prompted by Basta to drive hard 
and low towards Pyatov’s near post; the keeper saved. 

The yellows came again. Yarmash and Mikhalik’s 
combination produced a shooting chance for Aliyey, 
before Olexandr Yatsenko flicked a corner wide. The 
traffic was one-way as full time approached, despite 
the busy Basta’s best Pavel Nedved impression. Parity 
reigned, though. In a tournament attuned to stadium 
rock, both sides were keeping the dream alive. 

So to extra time and another shift in momentum. 
Milijas tested Pyatov’s reflexes from long range while 
from point-blank, Purovic miscued. Ukraine stood up 
to the pressure, all except Fomin, felled by Bosko 
Jankovic’s exocet. When Olexandr Rybka replaced 
Pyatoy with seconds remaining, penalties appeared the 
inevitable conclusion, although the newcomer had to 
dive to keep out Jankovic’s bicycle kick. As the drama 
segued into a shoot-out, Aliyev and Jankovic missed 
their sides’ opening attempts with Stojkovic and Rybka 
saving. The remaining conversions were successful 
until Purovic’s stroke of bad luck. 
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World Cup boosts 
Ukrainians’ national pride 


By Keith Borkowsky, 
The Edmonton Journal, June 14, 2006 

Ukrainians in the old country recognize two seasons: 
hockey and soccer. 

When soccer season starts, fans from the Crimea to 
the Russian border flood stadiums and fields across 
the country to cheer on their favourites. 

Canada’s strong hockey culture means Ukrainians 
who move here can more easily feel at home. 

This year, they can watch Ukraine battle for the 
World Cup and watch the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

As the Oilers played Game 4 on Monday, fans were 
out in force at McNally high school in Edmonton to 
watch Ukraine Soccer Club play Fort Saskatchewan. 
Hockey updates were provided by a fan with a radio. 

Ukrainian was the language of choice for many play- 
ers and supporters. George Stebelsky joined in the fun, 
while his son, Davyd, set up a first-half attack for 
Ukraine Soccer Club. The scene led George to remi- 
nisce about how his father, Volodymyr, spoke of play- 
ing for FC Dnister, a club based in Sambir in western 
Ukraine, and FC Ukraina in Toronto. 

But soccer was a foreign sport for George, a first- 
generation Canadian, when he was growing up. 

“All the kids played shinny when I grew up,” George 
said. “We never played soccer in school or anywhere 
else. Iam part of a lost generation as far as soccer goes.” 

George, 51, was born in Toronto, but his family 
moved to Edmonton when he was a child. George 
watched Gretzky, Messier, Kurri and Anderson work 
their magic on the ice, as his father followed Ukrai- 
nian soccer stars and his favourite team, Dinamo Kyiv. 

«І was there when Gretzky scored his 50th goal in 
39 games,” George said. “I was there to celebrate down- 
town when they won their Stanley Cups.” 

But for his son, Davyd, life was very different, thanks 
to aclose relationship with a soccer-crazy grandfather. 

Davyd often listened to soccer stories from his 
grandfather’s playing days and started playing at age 
four. George said his interest in soccer began then and 
grew as his son followed his dream of playing for 
Ukraine Soccer Club’s men’s team. 

Davyd made the club when he turned 16. His team 
pride is on constant display; he has a trizub, a Ukrai- 
nian crown, tattooed on his bicep. 

“Whenever Davyd scores, it’s for Grandpa,” George 


said, just after his son scored on a penalty kick. 

Svetlana Eremenko moved to Edmonton 16 years ago 
from Yalta, a historic centre in Crimea, near Ukraine’s 
Black Sea coast. 

While Ukraine’s post-Soviet development has 
brought the county a long way, she said much work is 
still needed. Unemployment in rural areas and provin- 
cial cities remains high. 

“There are lots of businesses in Kyiv, but the vil- 
lages and provincial cities are not like that,” said 
Svetlana, 47. 

“Tt is very hard for people my age to find work there,” 
said Svetlana. 

The economic situation was no better. Ukraine’s cur- 
rency, the hryvnya, was decimated. Jobs were scarce. 

But there have been improvements since the 2005 
Orange Revolution, said Oleg Shuyko, of Chortkiv, 
Ukraine. 

While watching a relative play soccer, Oleg noted 
life is improving under president Viktor Yushchenko, 
but progress is slow. 

“Before the Orange Revolution, people didn’t have 
a say,” Oleg said in Ukrainian while his daughter, Maria 
Lepky, translated. 

“Journalists were thrown in jail over free speech. 
There was no free speech for anyone.” 

Oleg, 57, remembers when Ukraine was an unhappy 
Soviet republic, especially when international sports 
were concerned. 

Many Ukrainians played on Soviet Union’s national 
soccer teams. 

“Ukrainians were not so glad about seeing them play 
for the Soviets, but there was just no other way they 
could play,” Oleg said. 

Ukraine now plays on its own, led by national hero 
Andriy Shevchenko. Qualifying for World Cup gives 
Ukzainians around the globe a sense of pride, especially 
since Russia did not qualify. 

“We had a chance to qualify for Euro 2000 and now 
a great feeling has taken over the country,” said Sergey 
Barday, a Ukrainian who moved to Edmonton three 
years ago. “It is a major step forward.” 

Volodymyr died in 1997. But George knows how his 
father would have felt about this World Cup. 

“This would have meant everything to him,” George 
said, as he wiped a tear from his cheek. 


How soccer began in Ukraine 


(Ukrainian Soccer.net)— Towards the end of the 19th 
century modern football became quite popular on eth- 
nically Ukrainian land. From a small hobby it turned 
into a mass recreational sport. The undocumented re- 
port says that British sailors introduced Odessa to the 
game as early as 1878. 

First documented evidence of introduction to the 
game of football comes from Western Ukraine. Gym- 
nasiums and teacher schools in Halychyna carried a 
football development program which was first pub- 
lished in 1891 in monograph “Sporting games of school 
youth”, written by Professor Cenar, a big fan of the 
game. He was the one who in 1890 brought a real 
“foot’-ball to Lviv from the homeland of modern foot- 
ball, Great Britain. 

Starting in 1892, local achievement fairs were held 
every two years with the support of the emperor of 
Austria-Hungary Franz Joseph. Sport, as a new ele- 
ment of the city culture, was a part of the fair in sec- 
tion 23. A known sports reporter Gemerling was the 
head of the section, and Professor Cenar was the sec- 
retary. According to the July 10, 1893 protocol, bicycle 
races and football were added along with gymnastics 
to the sports section of the Fair by the organizing com- 
mittee. The first football demonstration in Lviv was 
held on June 5, 1892 during a break in gymnastics ex- 
hibition, which was a part of the Halitian Fair. It was a 
demonstration of a new sport, which was supposed to 
interest the youth. In fact, the teachers and gymnasts 
demonstrated their skills of ball control. 

By the time the second fare was held, the construc- 


tion of a new stadium was completed in May, 1984 in 
Stryisky Park. It was an English style stadium with 
7,000 seats. 

On July 14, 1894, a football match between the city 
teams of Lviv and Krakow was held in Lviv as a part of 
the 2nd congress of the Ukrainian sports society “Sokil”. 
This was the first official match on ethnically Ukrai- 
nian land with the participation of the local citizens who 
had some football playing skills according to the rules. 
The game at over-packed stadium was reported by 
media of Czech, Germany and Belarus. 

The first written record of the match can be found on 
page 4 of the newspaper “Hazeta Lvivska”, No. 161 
dated July 17, 1894. An original copy of this newspa- 
per can be found in the National Academy of Sciences 
Vasyl Stefanyk Library in Lviv. 

In the August issue of the sports periodical 
“Gimnastychny Putivnyk” (1894) there is an extensive 
coverage of the 2nd congress of “Sokil” where the re- 
porter Xavier Fischer described the football match of 

1894 in detail. 

“On Saturday, July 14, at 17:00 hrs, footballers of 
Lviv and Krakow came out on the football field of the 
city stadium. Lviv players were in gray sports pants, 
and Krakow players were in blue. Both teams wore 
white shirts and sports shoes. The football match was 
refereed by Professor Wyrobek from Krakow.” 

July 14, 1894 is suggested to be named the Day of 
Football in Ukraine. 

Material was compiled by Perfect Stranger 
and Vladimir Peleshak. 
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Blokhin questions 
lack of fight 


(BBC)— Ukraine coach Oleg Blokhin questioned his team’s attitude af- 
ter their 4-0 drubbing against Spain in Group H. 

“My players did not play at the same level they have been playing in 
training,” Blokhin said of the dismal display from his World Cup debutants. 
= б is а shame, not only did we lose, we simply did not even put up a 

ight. 

“Once you’ve seen a red card it’s very difficult to make it up in this 
heat, especially against such a strong opponent. We couldn’t beat the heat.” 

Vladislav Vashchuk was harshly sent off early in the second half for a 
tug on Fernando Torres in the area. 

And to add insult injury, David Villa stepped up to score from the re- 
sulting spot-kick to put Spain three goals to the good. 

But Blokhin remains upbeat that his team can still make their mark in 
Germany. 

“We have to look to the future now,” he added. 

“We still have two matches ahead. The important thing now is to get the 
team back in shape for the matches against Tunisia and Saudi Arabia. 

“All is not lost yet, there’s still a long way to go.” 

UkrNews Note: Tunisia and Saudi Arabia played to a 2-2 draw later 
that day giving each team one point. This gives Ukraine a good chance to 
advance ointo the next round if they win their remaining games against 
these two. 


Ukraine maintained secrecy 
in preparation to meet Spain 


Ukraine maintained the shroud of secrecy surrounding its World Cup 
preparations on June 12, preventing the media from accessing its players 
for the second day in a row, reported The Associated Press that day. 

Reporters and broadcasters were permitted to watch the team warm up 
for about 15 minutes on June 11 and June 12, before being commanded to 
leave the stadium. Fans were barred from watching altogether. 

Security guards prowled the perimeter of the grounds, making sure re- 
porters were not watching through the bushes. й 

The team’s covertness baffled members of the Spanish media, many 0 
whom made the trip from Kamen — on the West side of the country — 
where the Spanish team is based. 

Soccer powerhouse Spain traditionally has open training sessions and 
allows liberal access to its players. 

Even the Ukrainian team’s hotel is remote, tucked away in the dark 
secluded coniferous forests of Potsdam and heavily guarded by security 
on the look out for uninvited visitors. 

Blokhin’s near total ban on contact between his players and outsiders is 
reminiscent of the secrecy that the Soviet system was once famous for. 

Blokhin is the product of that system, a disciple of legendary Valery 
І. обапоузку, who used similar practices when he prepared Dynamo Kyiv 
for а 1999 European Champions League semifinal against Bayern Munich 
in Germany. 

Despite a strict demeanour and his no-nonsense regimen, Blokhin was 
all smiles June 12 and looked prepared for a beach party, wearing shorts, 
a gray tank top that broke the team’s yellow and blue colour code, and 
baseball cap. 

He playfully kicked Oleg Gussev in the rump as the player returned to 
the field after a run-in with a goal post that required a bandage to his 
forehead. 

Andriy Shevchenko seemed fully recovered from his knee injury, and 
appeared to have discarded a white bandage that wrapped his left leg in 
earlier training sessions. 

The former European player of the year sprained his left knee while 
playing with former club AC Milan against Parma on May 7. 

Blokhin had been cagey about whether he would Shevchenko in 
Ukraine’s opening match against Spain in Leipzig on June 14. He was 
expected to wait until an hour before game time to announce his decision. 
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Perennial under-achievers Spain have kickstarted 
their bid to top Group H with a resounding 4-0 win 
over World Cup debutants Ukraine, reported AFP June 
14. 

With Spanish icon Raul starting on the bench, 
Valencia marskman David Villa took centre stage for 
Luis Aragones’ side with a goal in each half. 

Liverpool’s Xabi Alonso scored Spain’s opener be- 
fore the quarter-hour mark while Fernando Torres com- 
pleted the scoring in the closing stages to produce the 
biggest winning margin in the tournament so far. 

Villa said he was delighted but insisted Spain would 
not get carried away by the victory as they bid to ad- 
vance past the quarter-final stage for the first time in 
56 years. 

“Iam very happy and it’s a good start. We believed 
it would be very complicated as the first match is al- 
ways tough. But we played very well and got four good 
goals,” Villa said. 

"І wouldn’t say this makes us a favourite for the tour- 
nament but it’s an important first step. We will try to 
come first in the group and then see what transpires.” 

Ukraine, who were virtually non-existent in the first 
half, looked more lively in the second but Oleg 
Blokhin’s men will now be going back to the drawing 
board after a toothless display. 

“Tt is a shame, not only did we lose, we simply did 
not even put up a fight,” he said. 

In th early stages Spain came close through Luis 
Garcia ond Villa before Alonso opened their account 
when he\fought his way through the Ukrainian defence 
to head home in the 13th minute. 

Ukraine keeper Oleksandr Shovkovskyi would have 
little respite throughout the game. 

Barely five minutes later Villa stepped up to score 
from a freekick which took a wicked deflection from a 
Ukrainian head before leaving the “keeper stranded. 

Blokhin had decided to play star striker Andriy 
Shevchenko despite an apparent lack of match fitness, 
but the new Chelsea striker’s class was conspicuously 
absent as Spain dominated. 

Spain were unlucky not to have led by more after 
the first half. 

A long-range curling drive by Brazilian-born 
midfielder Marcos Senna was tipped over the bar by 
Shovkovskyi after he had stepped around the Ukrai- 
nian defence. 

Villa and Torres then enjoyed several chances each 
to score, with Villa almost putting Spain 3-0 up in the 
44th minute after he held off a marking defender to 
test Shovkovskyi from close range. 

Ukraine made two changes for the start of the sec- 
ond half, however despite a brief foray into the Spain 
area their luck ran out when Torres tumbled as he ran 
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Top Left: Andriy Shevchenko battle Sergio Ra- 
mos for the ball; Below that: Anatoliy Tymos- 
chuk falls; Above: Tyschuk takes the ball from 
Senna Marco. (Photos — AFP) 


wf Spain pain for 


(AFP Photo) 


in on goal with Vashchuk in close attendance, although 
TV replays showed little contact. 5 

Vashchuk was given his marching orders, and Villa 
made no mistake from the spot despite Shovkovskyi 
getting a slight touch on the ball. 

Villa, having doubled his international goals account 
for Spain in barely 45 minutes, was replaced by Raul 
shortly after his successful penalty. 

As he walked off the pitch, it was clear he was soak- 
ing up the party atmosphere as the red and yellow sec- 
tions of the stadium sang “Viva Espana’. 

Aragones will now look to rest key players when- 
ever possible and he also replaced Alonso with Valencia 
midfielder David Albelda. 

On the hour mark Ukraine were given a glimmer of 
hope when a scramble for the ball on the edge of Spain’s 
area gave Andriy Voronin a chance at goal. 

However with Iker Casillas beaten his impressive 
curling drive edged inches past the right-hand post. 

Raul also came close in the 68th minute after he rose 
to meet a superb cross from Mariano Pernia, but his 
powerful header went straight to Shovkovskyi. 

Torres then capped the goalscoring for Spain when 
he ran on to a through ball to beat the stricken keeper 
with an unstoppable shot just inside the area in the 81st 
minute. 
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